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Who hasn't dreamed of flying? I bet every human being on earth
has imagined themselves being able to flap their arms and take off
from the ground.

Of course, some creatures don't have to imagine. Birds, bats, and
insects all evolved to do that very thing. They are born to fly. And of
course, we've built contraptions capable of flight: kites, balloons,
planes, helicopters, and rocket ships.

But dreams of flight are too big to stick to reality, so we still make up stories about
other things that can fly, like dragons and fairies, witches, cars, superheroes, and
peaches. This issue is all about things that can fly, whether they are supposed to or not.

WHO FLEW FIRST -

SUPERMAN OR MARY POPPINS?
Mary Poppins by P.L. Travers was published in 1934 -thirty years before the beloved Disney movie.
There are many things about the movie that are different
than the original book, but many things are the same too.
In both versions, Mary Poppins slides up the banister, she
carries around a bottle of magically delicious medicine,
and she can pull impossibly large objects out of her
suitcase. She also flies in both versions.

Both Mary Poppins and Superman
debuted in the 1930s. So here's a
question...who flew first? Look for
the answer on the next page.

But what makes Mary Poppins fly? Is it the strong wind, her umbrella, or is
it Mary Poppins herself? The book cover at the top left shows all three.
Maybe this passage from the book will give us a clue.
"The wind, with a wild cry, slipped under the umbrella, pressing it upwards as
though trying to force it out of Mary Poppin's hand. But she held on tightly, and that,
apparently, was what the wind wanted her to do, for presently it lifted the umbrella
higher into the air and Mary Poppins from the ground."

The umbrella and wind have something do with it. But not everyone who
had an umbrella on that windy day flew into the air. Mary is the real magic.

Click on the jackets
If you're reading this newsletter on a
screen, you can click on all the books.
All book jackets link to the library's
website where you can check the
books out or put them on hold.
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WHO FLEW FIRST?
MARY POPPINS
OR
SUPERMAN

Mary Poppins was published in 1934, four years before the
first Superman comic, so she has always been able to fly
before Superman. But this is a trick question. Even if
Superman had been published before Mary Poppins, she
would still fly before him. And why is that?
Originally, Superman couldn't fly at all. Shocking, right!?!
Have you ever heard this description of Superman? Faster
than a speeding bullet, stronger than a locomotive, able to
leap tall buildings in a single bound.
Well, that's a pretty accurate description of Superman's
powers when he debuted. He wasn't bullet proof, he didn't
have x-ray vision or laser eyes, and he couldn't fly. But he
could jump over buildings. He couldn't fly. He could only
leap a really, really long way. Superman didn't get his power
to fly until the 1940s.

Big Word in a Small Space
AEROSTAT
An aerostat is the word for any craft that is
lighter-than-air. And what craft do we
associate most as being lighter than air....

BALLOONS!
All kinds of balloons. Party balloons filled
with helium are aerostats. Helium is a gas
that is lighter than the regular air around us
with makes party balloons float. Blimps are
also filled with helium, though they used to
be filled with a flammable gas called
hydrogen with made them very dangerous.
Hot air balloons are also aerostats. Heated
air is less dense than regular air causing
those big balloon to rise.

THE HINDENBURG DISASTER

Puppy Place

WHAT IF YOU DIDN'T WANT TO FLY?
FLOAT BY LISA MARTIN
Emerson has to go to Camp Outlier for the
summer, a camp just for kids like him who
have a R.I.S.K. factor ....a Reocurring
Incident of the Strange Kind. Emerson
reocurring incident is that he happens to
float and he can't control it. He'll make
some friends with other uncontrollable
powers, including one that could put all
their lives in danger.

WHAT IF YOU HAD TO LEARN TO FLY?
AIRMAN BY EOIN COLFER

It is the year 1890, and 14-year-old Conor
is imprisoned for uncovering a plot to kill
the king. The only way he can think to
escape is to design and build his own
flying machine. Good thing he has a
scientific mind. From the author of the
Artemis Fowl series.

Do you remember from the article above
that blimps used to be filled with a
flammable gas called hydrogen? Well, the
Hindenburg Disaster is a primary example of
why blimps aren't filled with hydrogen
anymore. On May 6, 1937, sparks were
caused while the Hindenburg airship was
trying to dock and soon the whole aerostat
burst into flames. This is an actual photo
from the event. 35 of the 97 people onboard
the airship lost their lives.
You can read all about the
tragedy in Lauren Tarshis's I
Survived the Hindenburg
Disaster. There are also many
non-fiction books on the
subject.
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Wings of Fire
by Tui Sutherland

There are lots and lots of books about dragons at the
McCracken County Public Library.
But Wings of Fire is perhaps the most
popular books about dragons in the whole
Juvenile Fiction section. Over 14 million
copies of the books have sold. The first
novel came out 10 years ago, and the 15th
book is coming out later this month. Wings
of Fire has also recently become a graphic
novel series and will soon be an animated
show on Netflix.
This series, for older elementary and middle
schoolers, is about young dragons who
have to fulfill ancient prophecies. In the
Wings of Fire world there are two
continents populated by tribes of dragons.
Each tribe has a queen and a royal family.
There is lots of fighting between tribes.
over ancient treasure, and it's up to the
young dragons to try to end the wars.

Where Do Dragons Come From?

There are stories of dragons from many ancient cultures,
particularly from Asia, Europe, and northern Africa. So
where did all the legends come from? Why are ancient
dragon stories so widespread? Did dragons actually exist?
No. Dragons never existed, and the truth is that nobody is
quite sure how the legends started. Some scholars think
the stories might have arisen when ancient people first
encountered animals that were new to them (but
common to us today), like boa constrictors, crocodiles,
and komodo dragons. Other scholars think that dragon
stories arose when ancient peoples first discovered
dinosaur bones. Not knowing what those bones belonged
to, they made up stories.
What we do know is that many times we make up stories
about things that scare us, even if they're not exactly real.
Think of all books about ghosts, vampires, zombies, and
other creatures. Stories give us a safe way to think about
and confront our fears. People have always been afraid of
snakes and other reptiles, so maybe dragons are simply a
product of our scary imaginations.
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Don't Worry, Bee Happy
Bees are amazing. The pollenate flowers,
make honey, and build hives. But a swarm of
bees can become a little worrisome.
Zinnia and the Bees
by Danielle Davis
Zinnia is having a bad day. She
got detention, her brother left
home without explanation, and
a colony of bees have mistaken
her hair for a hive.
Honeybees and Frenemies
by Kristi Wientge
Flor is asked to compete in a
local honey pageant which
means she's stuck for the
summer volunteering for a local
beekeeper. It just so happens
her frenemy Candace is also
entering the pageant and
volunteering at the same place.
What could go wrong?

A Honey Problem
The average person eats 1.5 pounds (24
ounces) of honey each year. The average bee
makes 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in its
lifetime. A teaspoon of honey equals .25
ounces.
How many bees does it take to make the 1.5
pounds of honey that you eat each year?
Look for the answer on the next page.

On the Wings of a Pterandon
This year marks the 30th
anniversary of the publication
of the first Magic Treehouse
book, Dinosaurs Before Dark,
and wouldn't you know it, the
very first adventure Jack and
Annie have involves flying on
the back of a dinosaur.
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The Answer to a Honey Problem

How many bees does it take to make the 1.5
pounds of honey that you eat each year?
It takes 12 bees to make one teaspoon of honey and 4
teaspoons to equal 1 ounce.... so it takes 12 x 4 bees,
or 48 bees, to make 1 ounce of honey.
Then we simply multiply 48 bees per ounce x 24
ounces and find out that it takes 1152 bees to make
the 1.5 pounds of honey you eat each year.
12 x 4 x 24 = 1152

Wings with a Voice
Humans have imitated birds by creating machines that
can fly, and some birds imitate humans by talking.
There are many species of bird which can mimic human
speech. Parrots are the most famous, but there are
others like canaries, crows, mockingbirds, and even a
species of duck. Birds don't have vocal cords of lips like
humans, so the sounds of speech are made by muscles
and membranes in their throats. Scientists are still
unsure whether talking birds actually know what they
are saying. Sure, they can imitate speech, but do they
actually understand it?
Superfudge by Judy Blume
In this classic, Peter tells the tales of
what it's like growing up with his little
brother, Fudge. In this book, we're
introduced to Fudge's talking myna
bird, Uncle Feather.
The Case of the Mysterious Voice
by John R. Erickson
How much trouble can one little bird
cause? Hank the Cowdog finds out
when a parrot visits the ranch. All of a
sudden Hank starts to hear some
strange voices out of nowhere.
Homer on the Case by Henry Cole
Homer is a pigeon who can read who is
friends with a parrot named Lulu who
can talk. Together they solve crimes
perpetrated by the animal kingdom.
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Crash Landing
What goes up must come down...right? Not every
flight ends with a soft landing. Here's some books that
begin with a bang.
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
After a plane crash, 13 year old Brian
has to spend 54 days in the
wilderness with only a hatchet to
help him survive.
Across the Desert by Dusti Bowling
After witnessing an ultralight plane
crash livesteamed on the internet,
12-year-old Jolene sets out across
the harsh and treacherous Arizona
desert to rescue the young pilot .
The Artic Patrol Mystery
by Franklin Dixon
Of course the Hardy Boys have been in
a plane crash. And of course it couldn't
be a regular plane crash. They had to
crash their plane into a glacier. This,
their 48th adventure, also involves
espionage, wigs, kidnapping, the moon,
and, according to the cover, a bear.

The Story of d.B. Cooper
Escape at 10,000 Feet by Tom Sullivan
This is a true story, and one of those
cases where truth really is stranger
than fiction. On November 24, 1971
a man
hijacked a plane and
demanded $200,000 in cash and four
parachutes. Later, he parachuted
from the plane with the cash.
The man, known only as D.B. Cooper, was never heard
from again. What was his real identity? Did he survive?
What happened to the money? Investigators still don't
know, and the case of D.B. Cooper remains the only
unsolved plane hijacking to date. This book, in comic
form, lays out the whole timeline, and includes real
photos and reproductions of FBI documents to help
young readers become crime solvers.

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS? EMAIL MATT AT MJAEGER@MCLIB.NET

