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The Mars Issue
Do you ever look toward the stars in night sky and see one of those shiny spots
up there that looks a little reddish-orange? That, ladies and gentleman, is the
planet Mars.
Because of its color, Mars is often called the Red Planet. So here's a question
for you...why does Mars look red?
Well, Earth appears blue from space because it's covered with so much water.
Venus appears white because clouds cover the whole planet. And Mars
appears red because it is covered with so much iron oxide, or what we more
commonly call...rust.

Jennifer L. Holm and
The Lion of Mars
Jennifer L. Holm has written so many good
books: The Fourteenth Goldfish, the Babymouse
series, The Third Mushroom, Turtle in Paradise,
and so many more. Now she is back with a
brand new novel, The Lion of Mars.
In the Lion of Mars, Bell has spent his whole life
- all eleven years of it - on the Red Planet. But
he's still just a regular kid. When a virus breaks
out and the grown-ups all fall ill, Bell and the
other children are the only ones who can help.
It's up to Bell to uncover the truth and save his
family ... and possibly unite an entire planet.

question: WhAT IS A MARTIAN?
The answer is somewhere in this newsletter AND IT MAY
SURPRISE YOU.

Click on this
Newsletter!
Did you know that if you're reading
this newsletter on a screen that most
of the images have clickable links. A
book cover will always lead you to
the library's website so you can
check the book out or put it on hold.
But the other pics could take you
any number of places. You'll just
have to click to find out!!

WRITE A SHORT
POEM AND YOU
COULD WIN A BOOK.
SEE LAST PAGE!

YOU CAN FIND PAST ISSUES OF BLURB AT MCLIB.NET/BLURB

MARCH - APRIL 2021

MARS ISSUE

Big Word in a Small Space - AstroBiology
You've heard of the prefix ASTRO...it
means "outer space." And you've heard
of the word BIOLOGY...it means the
study of life. So put the two together
and ASTROBIOLOGY means "the study
of life in outer space."

But Wait a Minute...

Does that mean an Astrobiologist studies aliens? Well sort of.
There's no evidence of aliens like you see in the movies, like
the guy in the picture above. But there's a possibility An
Astrobiologist's job consists of studying microscopic chemical
elements to find out if life is POSSIBLE in other parts of the
universe. They also study if it would be possible for humans to
live in other parts of the universe...maybe even on Mars one
day.

PERSEVERANCE
Puppy Place
THE SEARCH FOR LIFE
Speaking of Astrobiology, that's exactly what the new rover
on Mars is doing right now! Called Perseverance, the rover
landed on the surface of Mars on February 18, 2021. Previous
Mars rovers collected water and soil samples, and those
samples suggested to scientists that microscopic life might
have existed on Mars long ago. So the Perseverance Rover was
specially built to search and test for signs that life once
existed on Mars, and it will also make tests to the Martian air
to see if oxygen could be harvested for humans to breathe.
Perseverance's journey took about 7 months from the time it
launched on Earth to the time it landed on Mars. The landing
site on Mars was a deep crater called Jerezo that scientists
believe once contained water.
Perseverance is the size of an SUV but weighs less than a
compact car. It is powered by radioactive pellets that are
converted into electricity and is equipped with all manner of
cameras, lasers, Xrays, radar, and sensors to conduct its
experiments.
The photos coming back from Perseverance are amazing.
Click on the picture above to see some of the images.

American Girl
on Mars
The Juvenile Fiction section
at the McCracken County
Public
Library
contains
dozens of books in the
American Girl series, and it
seems like those American
Girls have lived through every
period in American history and had just about
every adventure. One of them has even been to
Mars....well, sort of. In "Out of This World,"
American Girl Luciana gets the chance to visit
an astronaut training camp in the Chilean
desert that simulates a Mars habitat. Oh, and
one of her biggest frenemies will be there too.

Matt's Mars Pick
Last Day on Mars by Kevin Emerson
Mr. Matt not only orders all
the books in the Juvenile
Fiction section, and he reads
a lot of them too.
Last Day on Mars is an exciting, page-turner
about a group of scientists and their families as
they prepare to leave the solar system for a
whole new galaxy. Emerson did a great job
explaining the science of living on Mars so
young readers can understand. At the same
time he created a brilliant adventure story. The
best part about this book is that it's a good read
for any age group - young readers through
adults - so it's a perfect book to share in the
family or read aloud or listen to in the car. You
can check it out at the library or visit our digital
app Hoopla and check it out as an e-book or eaudiobook. The first book of a trilogy.

New Mars Book
The Unexplainable Disappearance
of Mars Patel - by Sheela Chari
This is a book based on a Podcast
and has nothing to do with the
planet Mars but a really smart kid
named Mars who investigates a
friend's disappearance. A great
book if you love science.
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What is a martian?
You may be thinking to
yourself...of course I know
what a MARTIAN is. It is an
alien, that comes from the
planet Mars.
And you would be correct...but only half correct
because the word MARTIAN can be something
completely different.
The word MARTIAN "means of or relating to
Mars," and before Mars was the name of a planet
it was the name for the ancient Roman god of
war. So, the word Martian can mean that
something relates to the planet Mars OR that
something relates to Mars the god of war.
For instance, if you say the phrase "Martian
landscape," it can either mean that the
landscape looks like another planet or like a
battlefield.
Using the word MARTIAN to mean warlike isn't
used a lot anymore, but there are some common
phrases that we still use in which you can see the
root of the word. Have you ever heard the
phrases martial law, court martial, or martial
arts? They are all related to the Roman god of
war, not the planet Mars.

Judy Moody, Mood Martian
No,
Judy
Moody
doesn't go to Mars,
but she acts like she's
from another planet.
If you've read a Judy Moody book before you
know that she lives up to her name. She is
MOODY! So for one whole week Judy Moody
double-dares herself to become a NOT moody.
But when her combed hair, matching outfits,
and good moods hang around for days after, her
friends begin to worry. Could this smiley Judy
be an imposter? Could Judy Moody be from
another planet? Available on our shelves and
also through Hoopla and Overdrive.

wEIRD MARS hISTORY:
cHOCOLATE bars, RACE HORSES, Movie
Aliens, and Dog food

This isn't about the planet Mars, but a boy named Frank C. Mars
who was born in Minnesota in 1883. When he was very young, his
mother taught him how to make hand-dipped chocolate treats.
He liked making chocolates so much that when he was 26 years
old he started his own business called the Mars Candy Company.
In the early years his business had some struggles, but in 1923,
Mars invented a candy bar that would change his life and the
future of chocolate forever...one that had an outer space name.
THE MILKY WAY CANDY BAR!
The chocolate, caramel, nougat combination was such a success
that Mars expanded his business and started investing his money
in another love...raising race horses. In fact, he named his horse
ranch the Milky Way Farm.
In 1930, Frank Mars introduced a new candy bar that was a lot like
the Milky Way bar but with the addition of peanuts. When they got
around to naming it, the Mars family decided to name it after one
of their favorite horses from Milky Way Farm. Chocolate, caramel,
nougat, and peanuts....can you guess what that horse's name
was?
SNICKERS!
Snickers and Milky Way are two of the most famous chocolate
bars of all time. But when Frank Mars' son, Forrest, took over the
business, he invented a chocolate candy that became even more
famous than those, one that could be eaten by the handful. In
fact, he used the initial of his last name when giving his new
candy a name.
You guessed it....Forrest Mars invented M&Ms! The candy was
popular since they were introduced in 1940, but they had a
chance to be even more popular in the 1980s when movie
director Steven Spielberg approached the Mars corporation
asked if you could use M&Ms in a movie he was working about an
alien who gets stranded on Earth. The Mars corporation said "no"
and Speilberg ended up using Reese's Pieces instead. Can you
name the movie alien?
E.T. - THE EXTRA TERRESTRIAL!
Despite this, many of Mars' candies continue to be popular. And
not just chocolate, they're also responsible for Wrigley Gum,
Skittles, Starburst, and Lifesavers. And far away from where they
make the candy, the Mars Corporation also makes Pedigree Dog
Food!

"Mars is red, Earth is Blue..." Finish this poem and you could win a book.

S.P.A.R.K.

Solving Problems with artistic and
resourceful kids

Finish this
Mars Poem
You've heard the poem that starts "Roses are red,
Violets are blue..." Well, let's switch it up a little.
Finish this poem and you could win a brand new
book of your choice.

Mars is Red
Earth is Blue...
THE RULES

1. No rules. Finish the poem any way that you want.
2. Send your poem to spark@mclib.net or hand it
to one of the librarians on the second floor.
3. Get your entry in by April 25, 2021.
Open to anyone, anywhere, between the ages of 5-17. A video
of all the entries will be shown on the library's social media
accounts and the winners will be announced then.

What Would You Do?
About Living on Mars

Novels aren't just good for entertainment. They are the
perfect way to put yourself in someone else's shoes and
make you ask yourself "What would I do in this situation?
Here are three books that address some of the issues that
could come up when people are ready to live on Mars.
What would you do?

Earth to Dad by Krista Van Dolzer
Jameson's father is on a mission to
Mars. Communication from his dad is
sparse and when he does talk to his
dad, Jameson gets the feeling
something is wrong. What would you
do if you were worried about a parent
that was a million miles away?

Love - Ish
by Karen Rivers
Misha's dream in life is to one day be
an astronaut and travel to Mars, but
she gets a diagnosis one day that
might make that future uncertain.
What would you do if you were afraid
your dreams couldn't come true?

Mars One
by Jonathan Maberry

Did you hear
about the new
restaurant on
Mars?
Great food but no
atmosphere.

Tristan is going on the very first
mission to colonize Mars. He's been
training for years but the day has
finally arrived. What would you do if
you had to leave everything behind?

BECAUSE ONE CANNOT LIVE ON NOVELS ALONE
PICTURE BOOK
Spotlight
Life on Mars
by Jon Agee

Look Behind You!
A
young
astronaut
is
absolutely sure there is life
to be found on Mars, but he
just can't seem to find it. Do
you think he ever will? Check
it out to find out.

NON-FICTION
Spotlight
Is it possible?
Novels are one thing but
maybe you'd like to read
about the real science it
would take for humans to live
on Mars. Where would food,
water and air come from?
How would we get there?
Check it out to find out.

Humans to Mars
by John Hamilton

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS? EMAIL MATT AT MJAEGER@MCLIB.NET

