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The COLORFUL Issue
Color is everywhere, but where does color come from? Color is made up of waves of light.
When all those waves are mixed together, light appears white. But when some of those light
waves are blocked, filtered, or absorbed, then colors appear. Ever wonder why the sky is
blue? Light scatters as it passes through the atmosphere, and because blue light is made of
short waves, a lot more of those short waves bounce around in the upper atmosphere before
reaching our eyes. That makes the sky appear as a blue dome above us. At sunrise and
sunset, light has to travel farther than during the middle of the day. The short blue waves
can't reach our eyes then, only the longer waves which include yellow, orange, and red. Why
is grass green? The chlorophyll in plants absorbs blue and red wavelengths, so it makes
plants look green.

Colorful Characters and
Quiz Question
Authors spend a lot of time picking just the right name for their characters. A
character's name should not only match the time period of the book, the
book's setting, the character's gender identity, and that character's cultural
background, it should also be a good fit for that character's personality.
What if Voldemort, the villain from Harry Potter, was named Melvin Snotz
instead? What if Charlotte, the wise spider from Charlotte's Web, was
named Fifi Sparklefang. Nope...those name just don't fit.
One device authors use a lot is to insert colors into character's names
because we often associate colors with different traits. Green can be a
symbol for health or wealth. Orange can be a symbol of warning or a fiery
personality. What do the colors red, black, yellow, and silver make you think
of? How about Little Red Riding Hood, Sirius Black (from Harry Potter), Old
Yeller, and the pirate Long John Silver?

question: what color do characters in the Boxcar
Children, a Series of Unfortunate Events, and Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory have in common?
See the answer on the next page.

Click on this
Newsletter!
Did you know that if you're reading
this newsletter on a screen that most
of the images have clickable links. A
book cover will always lead you to
the library's website so you can
check the book out or put it on hold.
But the other pics could take you
any number of places. You'll just
have to click to find out!!

CREATE A UNIQUE RAINBOW AND
YOU COULD WIN A BOOK.
SEE LAST PAGE!
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BIG WORD IN A SMALL SPACE - IRIDESCENT
This is a cool word to know because
you experience IRIDESCENT objects
all the time. You know when you look
at a soap bubble and you see all the
bright colors inside change as the
bubble moves or you tilt your head?

COLORFUL ISSUE

COLORFUL
POOCHES

THAT BUBBLE IS IRIDESCENT!
Besides soap bubbles, other iridescent objects you might see
include oil slicks, sea shells, insect wings, bird feathers, and
some gemstones and minerals like opals and moonstones.

Colorful Characters
ANSWER!!!
So what color do characters from Boxcar Children, a
Series of Unfortunate Events, and Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory have in common?

VIOLET

Violet and purple are often used to mean the same color,
though some consider violet to be a little darker than
purple. The color violet has many common associations
that would come in useful for naming a character: flowers,
shyness, royalty, extravagance, and mysteriousness.

Puppy Place

The Boxcar Children
by Gertrude Chandler Warner Ten-year-old Violet is the youngest sister
of the orphaned Alden children. She is
shy and quiet, but very creative. She
paints, takes photos, and plays the
violin.
A Series of Unfortunate Events
by Lemony Snicket Fourteen-year-old Violet is the oldest of
the orphaned Baudelaire children. She is
an inventor and clever enough to
constantly outsmart Count Olaf who is
after her inheritence.
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
by Roald Dahl Ten-year-old Violet Beauregarde is one
of four children who win the chance to
tour
Wonka's
factory.
She
is
characterized as a champion gum
chewer who is self-centered, rude, and
very competative.

Human characters aren't the only ones with
colorful names. Our canine friends have them
too, and often the name is based on the color of
their fur...but not always (as you can see from the
last two examples).

Big Red by Jim Kjelgaard
"Big Red is a champion Irish
Setter from the world of fancy
kennels and dog shows until he
meets his boy, Danny, a young
trapper. Written in 1945.
Old Yeller by Fred Gipson
When his father sets out on a
cattle drive for the summer,
fourteen-year-old Travis is left
to take care of his family and
their farm, but he gets some
help from his big yellow dog.

Ginger Pye by Eleanor Estes
Ginger is a spice but it also refers
to a color that's a mix between
brown,
red,
and
orange.
Everybody in the Pye family loves
their new puppy, Ginger. He
steals their hearts...and then
someone steals Ginger!
White Fang by Jack London
Part wolf and part dog, White
Fang is named for his teeth.
Because of his cruel upbringing,
White Fang shows his angry teeth
a lot. Until he meets one man
who can see him for the dignified
dog he really is.

Blue Daisy by Helen Frost
A dirty, skinny, dog shows up in
Sam and Katie's neighborhood,
and they have to work hard to
gain its trust. And you are going
to have to read the book to find
out how it got its name.
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Which came first orange or
the orange?
In the other words,
which came first, the
word orange meaning
the color or orange
meaning the fruit?

The answer is...THE FRUIT!
The oldest known use of the English word
orange meaning a fruit dates back to the
1300s and comes from the French word for
the fruit, pomme d'orenge. At that point in
time, the English language didn't really have
a word for the color orange. Everything was
referred to as being yellowy-red. It wasn't
until the orange citrus fruit started to show
up regularly in English markets in the 1500s
that the English started using orange to
mean the color as well as the fruit.

The One in the
Middle is the
Green
Kangaroo by
Judy Blume
Judy Blume is the author of so many famous
books, like Superfudge, Freckle Juice, and
Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret.
But a lot of people don't know that The One
in the Middle is the Green Kangaroo was her
very first book, published more than 50
years ago. It's the story of Freddy, a middle
child who doesn't get a lot of attention until
he takes the role of a green kangaroo in a
school play. The role is perfect for him;
Freddy happens to be a very good jumper.

COLORFUL ISSUE

What's Black and White
and red and read all over?
Books with the word RED in the title, of course.
What do you think of when you think of the
color RED? It's kind of strange because RED
symbolizes some opposing things. It's the
color of love like hearts and roses on
Valentine's Day. But it's also the color of
anger, like when people say, "I'm so mad
I'm seeing red." It's the color of blood, so
the color appears a lot in scary books and
movies. Yet, science shows that the color
red can also make us hungry which is why
you see a lot of red on fast food signs and
packaging. Red can be a symbol of wealth
and power like the red carpet rolled out at
fancy events, but it's also a sign of warning
and mistakes. Aren't all of your wrong
answers on tests marked with a red pen?

Red Menace by Lois Ruby
Thirteen-year-old Marty Rafner would prefer to
spend the summer of 1953 playing baseball.
Instead, he has to deal with FBI agents staking
out his house because his parents--professors
at the local college--are suspected communist
sympathizers. Marty knows what happens to
communists, or Reds, as his friends call them,
and it's not good.

Red Fox Road by Frances Greenslade
Francie and her parents are on a spring road
trip. When a shortcut leads them down an old
logging road, disaster strikes. They are stuck in
the middle of nowhere. Francie had often
imagined how she'd survive if she got stranded,
but will her survival skills -- building fires,
gathering dandelion leaves and fir needles for
tea -- be enough when hours stretch into days?

Revenge of the Red Club by
Kim Harrington
A tween reporter discovers an important and
beloved club at school is being shut down--and
uses the power of the pen to try and activate
some much-needed social change in this
period-positive and empowering middle grade
novel about the importance of standing up for
what you believe in.

Click the kangaroo above to view a Youtube reading of the book!

S.P.A.R.K.

Solving Problems with artistic and
resourceful kids

CRAFT A UNIQUE
RAINBOW
We've all drawn and painted rainbows before. And I
bet most of you had made a rainbow by squirting a
water hose. But could you make a rainbow if you
couldn't use any coloring tools or water?
Make a unique, spectacular
rainbow and you could win
a new book of your choice
from
a
collection
of
Kentucky Bluegrass Award
winning books.

THE RULES

1. Make a rainbow with NO coloring tools (like
crayons, paint, markers, chalk, etc.) and NO
water (like rain or a hose).
2. Look around the house, the yard, or the
neighborhood for colorful things you could make
a rainbow out of. If you really want to impress the
judges, describe in a sentence or two how a
rainbow makes you feel.
3. **Take a photo or short video of your entry and
email it to spark@mclib.net
Open to anyone, anywhere, between the ages of 5-17.
Deadline for entries is February 14, 2021. A video of all the
entries will be shown on the library's social media accounts and
the winners will be announced then. ** If you're unable to email
your entry, you can drop it off at the library, or snail-mail it to:
McCracken County Public Library, C/O SPARK, 555 Washington
Street, Paducah, KY 42003.

Yellow Mysteries
The Yellow House Mystery Boxcar Children Series
A mystery surrounds the old yellow
house on Surprise Island! Now a
long-lost clue leads the Aldens to
investigate the mystery--and to a
new adventure!

The Yellow Feather Mystery The Hardy Boys Series
The famous young detectives Frank
and Joe Hardy are caught up in a
dangerous web of intrigue when they
agree to help Greg Woodson search
for his grandfather's missing will

The Yellow Yacht A-Z Mystery Series
The kids are having a great time in
Costra. But the fun is cut short when
there's a robbery on the island. Is the
heist connected to a mysterious
yacht docked nearby?

Island of the Blue Dolphinsby Scott O'Dell
One of the all time classic children's
novels! Island of the Blue Dolphins
was published in 1961 and won the
Newberry Award. But did you know
it's based on a true story of a 12-yearold girl who, in the 19th century, was
stranded alone on an island in the
Pacific for 18 years!

BECAUSE ONE CANNOT LIVE ON NOVELS ALONE
PICTURE BOOK
Spotlight
The Day the
Crayons Quit
by Kevin Diller

When the crayons won't color.
Poor Duncan just wants to color.
But when he opens his box of
crayons, he finds only letters, all
saying the same thing: His crayons
have had enough! A charming
book that is great for all ages.
Check it out to find out.

NON-FICTION
Spotlight
How do we see colors?
The introduction to this issue
contains a little bit about the
science behind color, but there's
a whole lot more to it. Science
colors your world.
Want to know more?
Check it out to find out.

Crayola Science
of Color
by Mari Shuch

HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS? EMAIL MATT AT MJAEGER@MCLIB.NET

