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Dogs are some of the most popular subjects of chapter books,
if not the most popular.
Stories that feature dogs seem almost prevalent as ones that feature
humans. The oldest dog named in story is thought to be Odysseus's dog,
Argos, in Homer's Odyssey, written nearly 3000 years ago. Like every good
dog story, Argos was loyal and full of heart, waiting 20 years for Odysseus
to return from his epic journey.
Perhaps Argos isn't the most recognizable name anymore, but there are
plenty of other literature dogs out there: Lassie, Winn-Dixie, Buck, Fang,
Toto, Old Yeller, Shiloh, Nana, Tock, Old Dan, Ribsy, and Sounder. How
many of these sound familiar? Can you name the books they come from?

The old and
tired Argos
sitting at the
feet of
Odysseus.

Dogs are so popular that we don't have to point to individual books in this
issue. There are whole series featuring dogs. Here are nine of them.
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Hands down, the most popular dog series we have in the Juvenile Fiction section is
DOG MAN by Dav Pilkey. We have more than 70 copies of Dog Man books on the
second floor, but you would never know it because they're often checked out.
Who would have thought that a series about a half dog/half human police officer would be so popular? Well, the
author, Dav Pilkey, must know something that the rest of us don't because he is also the creator and illustrator of the
enormously popular Captain Underpants series, too.
Did you know that Dav Pilkey has been diagnosed with ADHD and dyslexia? It just goes to show that even people
who have trouble focusing or have some trouble reading and writing can do marvelous things with books and art.
There are 8 books in the Dog Man series (Fetch-22 is the latest). The 9th book, Grime & Punishment, will come out in
September 2020.
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Hank the CowDog
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Hank is smelly and full of himself, but
he always works hard to keep things
running smoothly on the ranch. When
the author of Hank the Cowdog, John
R. Erikson, first tried to get his books
published, he couldn't find a publisher
to take them. So, he started his own
publishing company. Since then, there
have been 74 Hank books released,
selling more than 8.5 million copies.
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60 books each starring a different
puppy having a unique adventure, like
Lola the French Bulldog who gets
locked out in a storm, Cooper the
Corgi who likes to be on stage, Ziggy
the Dachshund who escapes after
digging a hole under the fence. The
author, Ellen Miles, says her favorite
book is the one called Zipper because
it was based on her own dog.
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In two series that consist of 12 books,
Survivors follows a pack of dogs who
have to learn to survive following a
massive earthquake that separates them
from their owners. The author, Erin
Hunter, also writes the ever-popular
Warriors series. But did you know that
Erin Hunter is not a real person? It is
actually a group of eight writers who all
contribute books to the series.

Stick Dog
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Stick Dog is always hungry. So are his
four friends: Stripes, Karen, Mutts, and
Poo-Poo. In their nine books, they go on
the hunt for hamburgers, hot dogs, pizza,
ice cream, doughnuts, spaghetti, candy,
cake, and tacos. The author, Tom
Watson, used to be a speech writer for
politicians, but he says writing kids
books is a lot more fun.

Dog Diaries
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Learn about famous people and
events through the eyes of dog. You'll
read the stories of the first seeing eye
dog, a dog on the Titanic, Abraham
Lincoln's dog, a fire dog, rescue dogs,
dogs on the battlefield, and more!
The author, Kate Klimo, wrote the
first book about a golden retriever
named Ginger because she thought it
was the breed of dog most like her.

Ranger in Time
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Ranger is a golden retriever. He is a
trained search and rescue dog who
knows how to keep his cool in a crisis.
He also has a nose for trouble. When he
finds a mysterious first aid kit one day,
he's transplated back to 1850 on the
Oregon Trail. This 11 book series also
takes Ranger to Ancient Rome, the Great
Earthquake in San Franciso, the South
Pole, Hurrican Katrina, and more!

A Dog's Purpose Puppy Tale
Series 8

W. Bruce Cameron's adult novel, A Dog's
Purpose, was a New York Times Best
Sellers List for 49 weeks, almost a whole
year. It also became a big Hollywood
movie in 2017. Thankfully, Mr. Cameron
has also made a version of his book for
young readers, too. There are five in the
series so far: Toby's Story, Bailey's
Story, Max's Story, Molly's Story, and
Ellie's Story.

Crimebiters
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What is Jimmy supposed to do? His dog,
Abby, just might be a superhero, crime
fighting, vampire dog. After all, Abby has
big fangs and is sensitive light. This
illustrated series contains four books
with a fifth on the way. The author,
Tommy Greenwald, also has a dog
named Abby, but claims that she is not a
vampire. Hmmmm.

