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The INTO THE WOODS Issue

What is it about the forest? So many books are set in the woods -- among the trees 
and a trickling stream, surround by gentle creatures like deer, squirrels, rabbits, 

possum, fox, and raccoons. It is cool and dark in the woods, a silence only 
interrupted by hush of leaves in a breeze or the sudden crack of twig. On one hand, 

the woods is a place we go to connect with nature, to feel at peace, to find a 
measure of calm in a chaotic world. On the other hand, the woods can be 

mysterious and foreboding, isolated and far from the familiar. 
After all, isn't every fairy tale set in the woods?

Famous  Forests 
 
 

When you think of famous things, a forest may be one of the last that comes to 
mind. Yet, you probably recognize all these forests from some favorite 
books. You can explore all of them in the Juvenile Fiction section.   
 

"She [Lucy] began to walk forward, 
crunch-crunch over the snow and 
through the wood towards the 
other light. In about ten minutes 
she reached it and found it was a 
lamp-post. As she stood looking at 
it, wondering why there was a 
lamp-post in the middle of a wood 
and wondering what to do next, 
she heard a pitter patter of feet 
coming towards her. "  

Narnia 
 

The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

Hundred- 
Acre Wood 

 

“But, of course, it isn’t really 
Good-bye, because the Forest 
will always be there…and 
anybody who is Friendly with 
Bears can find it.”

The House at Pooh Corner 
by A.A. Milne

The Forbidden 
Forest 

 “'Right then,' said Hagrid, 'now, 
listen carefully, cause it's dangerous 
what we're gonna do tonight an' I 
don't want no one takin' risks. 
Follow me over here a moment. 'He 
led them to the very edge of the 
Forest. Holding his lamp up high he 
pointed down a narrow, winding 
earth track that disappeared into 
the thick black trees."

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's 
Stone by J.K. Rowling
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Weird Paducah History

Without anthropomorphism, we 
would not have fables, fairy tales, 
Berenstain Bears, most Disney 
Movies, Looney Toons, Charlotte's 
Web, and about a gajillion other 
stories and films. Even a lot of high 
school and college mascots are 
anthropomorphic. 

Little Red Riding Hood

Answer to joke:  swimming trunks

New Books Set in 

the Woods 
 
Watch Hollow by Gregoary Funaro 
Deep within the enchanted woods in the town of 
Watch Hollow stands  Blackford House, whose 
halls hold a magical secret: a giant cuckoo clock 
that does  more than tell time. When the clock's 
gears cease to turn, an evil presence lurking 
among the trees comes out of the shadows. 
 
 

What do you think the most famous story set in the forest is? 
Of course, the answer is a matter of opinion, but the story of 
Little Red Riding Hood might be a good bet. This tale of a 
girl who encounters a wolf in the forest was made famous by 
the Brothers Grimm. However, the story has been around at 
least for 1000 years with variations from nearly every 
continent. 

Literary Lessons
What Is Anthropomorphism?

ANTHROPOMORPHISM IS A BIG WORD THAT SIMPLY MEANS 
TO GIVE HUMAN CHARACTERISTICS TO THINGS THAT AREN'T
HUMAN, ESPECIALLY ANIMALS.  

See the picture above? That's anthropomorphism. Owls 
don't wear glasses or graduate from college. 
 
The Juvenile Fiction section relies on anthropomorphism.  
How many books can you name that have a talking animal 
in them? I bet I could name twenty without trying that 
hard.

There was once a vast, wooded area on the outskirts of 
Paducah  called Forest Park. In the early 1900's, people 
used the park for hiking and horseback riding.  
 
The woods was so dense, however, the park also 
became a hideout for criminals and outlaws. Folks 
started calling it  "Monkey Wrench Park" because the 
area got so dangerous that you wouldn't set foot in it 
unless you were armed with a monkey wrench.  
 
In the mid-1920s, one of Paducah's citizens donated 
some funds to help clean up park. A gate and entrance 
were installed, as well as a fountain and bandstand. A 
few years later, that same citizen paid to have the roads 
paved and playground equipment installed. At the same 
time, a large "lake" was created in the middle of the 
park by the Works Progress Administration. 
 
 
 
 

The citizen who donated all 
that money to establish the 
park was named Bob Noble, 
and today we call the area 
Noble Park. 
 
Pictured right:  
Captain Bob Noble 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Light Jar by Lisa Thompson 
Escaping from his stepfather, Nate and his 
mother take shelter in an abandoned cottage in 
the woods. When his mother goes to buy supplies 
and does not come back, Nate is left alone and 
afraid--until a mysterious girl trying to solve the 
clues of a long-ago treasure hunt turns up. 
 
 

 
 
A Creeper Camps Out by Greyson Mann 
When Gerald is forced to spend a night in the 
woods during summer camp, he finds an 
abandoned woodland mansion to camp out in, 
but first must stand up to the rival villagers who 
have claimed the mansion. 
 
 

Depending on the origin of the version 
of the story, sometimes the "red 
hood" is a "golden cap" and 
sometimes the "wolf" is a "tiger." But 
the basic story is always the same: 
young girl goes into forest, 
encounters a dangerous animal who 
tries to eat her, and she tries to 
escape. In some versions, particularly 
the early versions, Red Riding Hood 
doesn't make it out alive.

You'd think that being over a thousand years old would mean 
that all the versions of Red Riding Hood had been told, but 
you'd be wrong. New versions come out all the time. In the 
Juvenile Fiction section, you can find more than a dozen titles 
in which "Red" makes an appearance, including in series like 
Rainbow Magic Fairy, Land of Stories, and Whatever After.


