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The WATERY Issue

Water, water everywhere/and all the boards did shrink/ Water,
water everywhere/nor any drop to drink.
These famous lines are from Samuel Taylor Coleridge's poem "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" and
describe a thirsty sailor adrift on the sea but not being able to drink any of the salty water. Talk about a
maddening experience.
All the books in this issue of BLURB take place on or near a big body of water. Feel free to surround
yourself with them. You may not be able to drink any, but I guarantee you'll find them refreshing.

What is
Cli-Fi?
You've probably heard the term Sci-Fi, but have you ever
heard of the term Cli-Fi?
Cli-Fi is new-ish genre of book. It's short for Climate Fiction
and refers to any books in which the plot centers around
the climate going haywire. Floods, fires, earthquakes,
storms. Books full of disaster and mayhem.
But why are authors writing so many books about climate
that we had to create a new term? Well, as I'm writing this
article, it is 109 degrees in Paris, France, the highest
temperature ever there. People are worried about climate
change and the effects it will have on the planet. Writing
fiction is a to outline those worries and imagine the future
if we don't change our ways.

Two Cli-Fi Series
About Big Floods

The Flooded Earth Series
by Mardi McConnochie

Forty years after a devastating flood changed
the face of the earth, new consequences and
challenges are still surfacing. Twins Will and
Annalie thought the hardest part about this year
was going to be their separation until their
father disappears. Desperate to find their father,
the twins set out in the family’s small sailboat.

The ICEBREAKER Series
by Lian Tanner

The ship that Petrel lives on has
been traveling the same ocean
course for over 300 years, but a
new passenger will reveal some
of the ship's long-held secrets.
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Seaside Sanctuary
by Emma Carlson Berne

Do you care about our oceans and the wildlife that live in
them? Have you ever thought about being a marine
biologist? If so, you might want to check out this series that
follows Elsie Roth who lives with her parents at Seaside
Sanctuary Marine Wildlife Refuge in South Carolina.

Titles:
A Dolphin Named Star
The Disappearing Otters
The Oil-Soaked Wings
Orca in Open Water

Wonderful Water
A jellyfish and cucumber are both 95%
water.
A gallon of water weighs 8 pounds.
It takes 70 gallons of water to fill a
bathtub.
A typical Thanksgiving dinner for eight takes
about 42,000 gallons of water to produce.
A bottle of water costs about 2000 times
more than tap water.
About 95% of the water used in homes goes
down the drain.

Up For Air

by Laurie Morrison
Thirteen-year-old Annabelle struggles
in school, no matter how hard she
tries. But as soon as she dives into the
pool, she's unstoppable. She's the
fastest girl on the middle school swim
team. When she's asked to join the
high school team over the summer,
her life changes. But maybe not for
the best. She'll do anything to fit in
and help the team make it to the Labor
Day Invitational, even if it means
blowing off her old friends.

Weird Paducah History
The Giant River Serpent
In July of 1838, several newspapers around the country
ran a story about a sea serpent that was spotted in the
river near McCracken County. Here's some of the details
that the stories shared:
*The creature was said to be 130 feet 7 inches long!!!
*It got caught in the shallows.
*It swallowed a steamboat called the Dolphin.
*The skin of the monster was sent to the Western Museum
in Cincinnati for exhibition.

Sounds farfetched,
doesn't it?
The facts are these. There was a steamboat at that time
called the Dolphin and there was a Western Museum in
Cincinnati that had all kinds of weird things on display.
But a sea monster more than 130 feet long would make it
the longest creature to ever exist on Earth, more than 25
feet longer than the largest blue whale ever recorded. And
no sea creature, no matter how big, could swallow a ship.
It's clear that there was no monster in the Ohio. But
what's really going on here?
It's hard to know for sure, but if you read the article, it
looks as if the newspaper reporters are trying to have
some fun with the captain of the Dolphin. Maybe the
Dolphin ran into another boat. Maybe it ran aground on a
130 foot sandbar. Maybe it got caught on some fishing
nets.
Who knows? Looks like the truth might remain a mystery.

Middle Sea
Can you guess these words that have
the word "sea" hidden in them?
1. to investigate/study, maybe for writing a paper (8 letters)
2. behind where the driver sits (8 letters)
3. a feeling of sickness, like you might puke (6 letters)
4. mammal that loves the ocean and land (4 letters)
5. a meeting of people trying to contact the dead (5 letters)
6. stitching on pants going from ankle to crotch (6 letters)
7. spring or fall (6 letters)

The answers are upside down below.
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1. research 2. backseat 3. nausea 4. seal 5. seance 6. inseam 7. season

