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The                                         Issue

Ghost. Patina. Sunny. Lu. A fast but fiery group of kids 
from wildly different backgrounds, chosen to compete on 
an elite track team. They all have a lot to lose, but they 
also have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to 
themselves.  
 
 

The Track Series

Consider the old saying "You can't judge a book by its cover." In many cases, that's true. You 
actually have to read the book before you know how good it is. But that doesn't mean that you 
can't tell what a book might be about because of what is on the cover.  
 
That's where the theme of this issue comes from. All of the books featured show kids running on 
the cover. Based on the that, what do you think these books are about? Two things: either 
they're trying to get somewhere quickly (like f a track team) or they're trying to escape from 
something (like lava). Whatever the case, they have to RUNNNNNNNNN!!!!

Runnnn!!!!!

by Jason Reynolds

Inspired by the lyrics of Queen Latifah, 
Tupac, and Biggie, Jason Reynolds 
began writing his own poems at the age 
of nine. Since then he's published 
many acclaimed and award winning 
books, including All American Boys, 
Miles Morales, and Long Way Down. 
 
 

The HORIZON Series
Created by Scott Westerfeld

When a plane goes down in the arctic, eight young 
survivors step from the wreckage expecting to see nothing 
but ice and snow. Instead, they find themselves lost in a 
strange jungle with no way to get home and little hope of 
rescue. 
 
 
 
 

Each of the four books in this series was written by a famous 
Juvenile Fiction author. 1) Horizon by Scott Westerfeld; 2) 
Deadzone by Jennifer Nielsen; 3) A Warp in Time by Jude 
Watson; 4) Apex Predator by M.T. Anderson. As you can see, 
three of the four books feature kids running on the front.  
The next book in the series is expected sometime this year. 
 
 



  H A V E  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  O R  S U G G E S T I O N S ?  E M A I L  M A T T  A T  M J A E G E R @ M C L I B . N E T  J U L Y   2 0 1 9

Most of the books that show kids running  are meant to be 
fun and exciting. They show kids trying to escape some 
"fake" dangers like robots, zombies, or mutant pandas. They 
are meant to entertain. 
 
 But some of the books about running attempt to show kids 
in situations where they're "running for real," to highlight 
situations that many children have faced in order to bring 
attention  to some social issue or historical event. They may 
be entertaining to read, but they're also supposed to teach. 
Here's a few examples: 

Running for Real

Answer to joke:  swimming trunks

Back on Track

I Survived the Nazi Invasion, 1944 isn't the only I Survived book 
with a kid running on the cover. Several of them do, and 
regardless of which Tarshis book you choose to read, you're 
guaranteed a heart-pounding read as well as a good learning 
experience. 

I Survived

Twelve-year-old Addison Jones would love 
to try out for the track team, and she knows 
that she is faster than the other girls, but her 
single mom is working two jobs and every 
day after school Addison has to take care of 
her little brother. Addison's  answer to this 
dilemma is perhaps not the best one.  
 
 
 

We i rd  Fac t s  abou t  Runn i ng

If Usain Bolt, the fastest man in the world, ran at his top 
speed past the library, he could be pulled over for 
speeding. The speed limit on Kentucky Avenue is 25 mph. 
Bolt has been clocked at 28.7 mph.  
 
Marcus Jurgens of Germany holds the world record for 
running a marathon BAKCWARDS in 3 hours and 42 
minutes. 
 
It would take 2 1/2 hours of constant running to burn off 
the calories of a Big Mac, Fries, and Coke.  
 
Your feet can produce up to two cups of sweat per day.  
 
The Self Transcendence Race in Jamaica, Queens is the 
longest certified footrace in the world at 3100 miles. 
 
 
 

by Jake Maddox

Not everything that runs on the cover of a book is a kid. 
 
 
 

Non-Human

The Sky at Our Feet by Nadia Hashimi 
An exciting story about two kids on the run 
in the Big Apple that at the same time  
highlights issues that surround immigration 
and what it means to be an American. 

Auma's Long Run by Eucabeth Odhiambo 
Auma is a great runner and has dreams of 
becoming a track star. But a strange disease 
has started attacking her village and her 
family. This fictional story chronicles the 
early days of the AIDS epidemic in the 1980s. 

I Survived the Nazi Invasion by Lauren 
Tarshis 
Jewish brother and sister, Max and Zena, 
struggle for survival after their father is taken 
by the Nazis. This story will gives young 
readers a perspective into the horrors of war 
and the Jewish persecution during WWII.

PICTURED: 1) The Battle of Gettysburg  2) The Destruction of 
Pompeii  3) The Joplin Tornado   4) The Japanese Tsunami   5) 
The Bombing of Pearl Harbor  6) The Great Molasses Flood (This 
last title will be released in September 2019). 

So maybe track is not your thing. No worries. Jake 
Maddox has published more than 80 books about 
sports ranging from football and baseball, to go carts 
and cheerleading. 
 
 

Weenie Stories by David Lubar 
Super short stories that are funny, 
chilling, creepy, and just plain weird. 
Our shelves hold several of his books. 
 
  Ranger in Time by Kate Messner 

Ranger is a time traveling dog that runs 
of most of his 9 book covers. Read with 
Ranger and you can visit Vikings, 
ancient Rome, the Oregon Trail, the 
Titanic, and more. 
 
 The Tale of Despereaux by Kate Dicamillo 

This book about an adventurous mouse has 
become such a classic that you can not only 
check out the book and audiobook from the 
library, but also the movie and videogame. 
 
 


