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Three Under Forty-Three
A Trio of Book Reviews Each Under 43 Words

This month we look at books that feature
animal voices (plus one robot).

Searching for
a New Series?
If you
liked...

...then you
might like...

Harry Potter by
J.K. Rowling

The Unwanteds by
Lisa McMann

A Series of
Unfortunate Events
by Lemony Snicket

The Mysterious
Benedict Society by
Trenton Lee Stewart

Artemis Fowl by
Eoin Colfer

The Kane Chronicles
by Rick Riordan

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown

A robot named Roz gets shipwrecked on an
island. Some otters switch her on. With help
from the island’s critters, Roz learns how
wonderful (and dangerous) the world can be.
Heartwarming, funny, and full of action! You'll
root for the robot!

Pax by Sara Pennypacker

Peter, a boy, and Pax, a fox, are best friends. The
two are separated when war descends on their
town. In their fight to reunite, they each grow
stronger and wiser in the face of their anger and
fears. A powerful tale.

The One and Only Ivan by
Katherine Applegate

Ivan is a painter who is kept in a cage. He paints
what he sees and feels: love and pain, humor
and sorrow, friendship and cruelty. Ivan is also a
gorilla, but you’ll find him much more human
than the humans around him.
Do you have a book you want to review for the next issue of Blurb? Feel free
to write it up and give it to one of the librarians on the second floor or email
it to mjaeger@mclib.net. Just make sure it's less than 43 words long!

To find these books on the shelf, go to the
Juvenile Section and search by the first three
letters of the author's last name.
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HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS? EMAIL MATT AT MJAEGER@MCLIB.NET

Celebrate a Writer's Birthday
- 1902 -

Weird History
The Pumpkin Flood
In October of 1902, Paducah had a great
flood...of pumpkins!
That's right! Farmers along the Duck River in
Tennessee were surprised one morning to
find that torrential rains had washed away
almost of all of their precious pumpkin crop.
Thousands of pumpkins floated all the way
down the Duck River and into the Tennessee
River where they started to make their way
to Paducah.
When the people of Paducah found out that
all those pumpkins were headed their way,
they got in their boats and started fishing
them all out of the river. The Paducah
Evening Sun newspaper said the pumpkins
were as "thick as peas" on the water. It was
reported that one man pulled out twelve
wagonloads of pumpkins alone!

Questions: What would you do with
twelve wagonloads of pumpkins?! Where
did the pumpkins that weren't caught
finally end up?!
Speaking of 1902, what were
kids reading back then?

Of all the books published in 1902, two
ended up being so popular that kids can
still check them out from the McCracken
County Public Library 115 years later!

October 14 e.e. cummings

Who Was He?
Edwin Estin Cummings was
born on October 14, 1894. He
wrote many different things -stories, plays, novels, and
essays -- but he is probably
best remembered for his
poetry. In his lifetime, he
wrote nearly 3000 poems!
Cummings was known for
writing in an avant-garde
style, which means he often
styled his poetry in unusual
and experimental ways by
using lowercase letters,
strange spacing, and odd
punctuation. As you can see
above, he often wrote his
name in all lowercase letters!

A Poem by e.e. cummings
maggie and milly and
molly and may

maggie and milly and molly and may
went down to the beach(to play one day)
and maggie discovered a shell that sang
so sweetly she couldn’t remember her troubles,and
milly befriended a stranded star
whose rays five languid fingers were;
and molly was chased by a horrible thing
which raced sideways while blowing bubbles:and
may came home with a smooth round stone
as small as a world and as large as alone.
For whatever we lose(like a you or a me)
it’s always ourselves we find in the sea

Questions: In the poem above, can you find examples of the avant-garde style? What
do you think the phrase "large as alone" means? Each of the girls discovers
something wonderful and magical by the sea...can you think of other places besides
the sea that are full of discovery and wonder and magic?

Read It!
Make It!
Take It!
November 5 at 3
PM in the upstairs
meeting room
Read the book, come to
the discussion, and make
something to take home!

The Book?

Same Sun Here
by Silas House
and Neela
Vaswani

The Five Children and It by E. Nesbit
The story of five brothers and sisters who
discover a sand fairy in a gravel pit.

A Pen Pal Kit!!

Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling
Tales about how some animals got their
features, like How the Camel Got His Hump.

Find the display on the
second floor for copies of
the book and a calendar of
future books and crafts.

The Craft?

Weird Word for October
CUCURBIT - (noun)
any plant in the gourd family
Sample Sentence: After we're done carving our
cucurbits, we can all have some cucurbit pie.

You enjoy reading,
so try your hand at
writing. Give yourself
a half an hour and
write a story about the
picture on the right.
What's the boy's
name? Why does he
have antlers? What's
up with that raven?
Make your story as
weird and wonderful
as you can. And if you
want to share your
story, bring it to Matt
on the second floor.

You Be the
Writer!

