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The Pachyderm Issue

What do you get when you cross a school of fish with a herd of elephants?
You'll have to look on the back for the answer....but in the meantime...PACHYDERMS! The word
"Pachyderm" is made up of two Greek words meaning "thick" and "skin," and was once used to describe
animals that had...you guessed it...thick skin. The term isn't used by scientists anymore, but some of us
regular folk still use it to describe rhinos, hippos, and elephants.
Here are a few books about Pachyderms on our shelves that you might want to check out.

dumbo:
Circus of
Dreams
The original animated Dumbo came out in
theaters almost 80 years ago in 1941. Dumbo is
one of the few Disney movies that didn't start out
as a book. Most of the others movies are based
on fairy tales, legends, or children's stories. But
the original Dumbo was written just for the screen.
In this case, no can say that "the book is better
than the movie."
However, with the new live action movie coming
out this month, a children's novel has been written
as well, authored by Kari Sutherland. Perhaps the
book will be better than the movie this time. You're
just going to have to read it to find out! Look for it
on the new book shelf or at J SUT.

FunJungle Series
by Stuart Gibbs

Do you like mysteries and zoos? You might want to try
Stuart Gibbs's FunJUngle Series. Join FunJungle’s
resident zoo sleuth, Teddy Fitzroy, as he solves
mysteries and strives to protect the animals. There are
five books in the series so far, and two of them are
about pachyderms! The books in the series are printed
in order below.

You might want to check out Stuart Gibbs'
other series, too: Spy School, Moon Base
Alpha, or the Last Musketeer!
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Matt's Picks

I don't intentionally set out to read
books with elephants in them. But
it seems I've read a handful in the
last couple of years...and they're all
brilliant. One of them is very new;
the other two are modern day
classics. All are available to check
out from the Juvenile Fiction
section.
The Elephant Thief by Jane Kerr
When young pickpocket Danny accidentally
buys an elephant at an auction, he finds
himself swept up on an unforgettable
adventure. Offered a job by a zookeeper, all
he has to do is ride Maharajah from
Edinburgh to Manchester in one week.
The Magician's Elephant by Kate
Dicamillo
When a fortuneteller's tent appears in the
market square of the city, orphan Peter
knows the questions that he needs to ask:
Does his sister still live? And if so, how can
he find her? The fortuneteller's mysterious
answer: an elephant! An elephant will lead
him there!
The One and Only Ivan by Katharine
Appalgate
. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video
Arcade, Ivan the gorilla has grown
accustomed to humans watching him
through the glass walls of his domain. He
rarely misses his life in the jungle. Then he
meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from
her family, and she makes Ivan see their
home through new eyes.

Elephant Sanctuary
We usually think of elephants as living halfway across the
world, but did you know that there's an elephant sanctuary
less than 200 miles away from Paducah? Just outside of
Hohenwald, TN is a private, 2700 acre park that has provided
sanctuary (so far) to 28 elephants. Elephants that live there
have been retired from circuses and zoos. But no, you can't go
visit them. That's the nature of a sanctuary. It provides these
beautiful creature that have spent decades in the spotlight a
private, peaceful place to roam and eat for the rest of their
days.

The Ins and
Outs of
Elephants
An elephant typically eats between 400-500 pounds
of food a day. Relatedly, the average adult elephants
can produce up to 300 pounds of poop per day.

Birds of a
Feather?
Rhinos are mostly solitary animals. But they can
often be seen in the company of birds, specifically a
bird called the Oxpecker. The birds live on a rhino's
back, eat pesky bugs like ticks, and make loud caws
when other dangerous animals are close.

Blood,
Sweat,
or Tears
Hippos secrete a red liquid out of their skin. So, is it
blood, sweat, or tears? The answer is none of the
above. It's actually an oily substance that serves as a
skin moisturizer, water repellent, and antibiotic.

New Books by Erics!!
Two new elephant books to tell you about and they
are each by guys named Eric!
Elephant Secret by Eric Walters
Jurassic Park comes to the Elephant
Sanctuary! Sam was born and raised in
an elephant sanctuary. When a beloved
elephant dies giving birth, Sam
develops a connection with baby
Woolly--who isn't actually an elephant
but was cloned from woolly mammoth
DNA.
A Circle of Elephants by Eric
Dinerstein
A 13 year old Nepalese boy forms a
special bond with a bull elephant after
they experience an earthquake
together.
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