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The Interstellar Space Issue
The word INTERSTELLAR is a compound word. "Inter" means between and "stellar" means stars. So,
when you hear the phrase Interstellar Space, it literally means the space between the stars.
And there's a lot of it. How much? Besides our Sun, the closest star to Earth is the Alpha Centauri
system which is 4.3 light years away, about 25 trillion miles. It takes light a whole 4.3 years to travel
from Alpha Centauri, so how long would it take us to get there? Riding in the world's current fastest
rocket which goes about 36,000 mph, it would take us about 78,000 years to reach Alpha Centauri.
And that's the closest star. Yikes. A very, very rough estimate says there are more than 10 trillion
galaxies in the universe with more than 100 billion stars in each galaxy which means that there are
more than 1 septillion stars in the cosmos. A septillion looks like this:
1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. That's more than the number of grains of sand on all the beaches
and deserts on earth. So now imagine that there's at least 25 trillion miles between each of these 1
septillion stars and you can begin to picture how much interstellar space there really is. Mind boggling!!

ALIENS ON OUR SHELVES
Klawde: Evil Alien Warlord Cat by Johnny Marciano
Klawde had everything. Sharp claws. Fine fur. And, being the High Commander of the
planet Lyttyrboks, an entire world of cats at his command. But when he is stripped of his
throne, he is given the possible punishment- exile to a small planet in the corner of the
universe named Earth.
We're not From Here by Geoff Rodkey
We blew up Earth. It was time to find a new home. That's how we ended up on Choom
with the Zhuri. They're very smart. They look like mosquitoes. And the Zhuri don't like us.
If humans are going to survive, it's up to my family to change their minds. No pressure.
Seventh Grade Vs. the Galaxy by Joshua Levy
Seventh-grade buddies Jack and Ari are all that stand between their space-station school
= and the galaxy-controlling Elvidian Minister's brand of punishment for Jack's dad's
tinkering with forbidden science. What was supposed to be the last day of seventh grade
turns into the first day of saving the world.
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Moon Base Alpha
Trilogy
by Stuart Gibbs
It's murder mysteries on the moon in this humorous and
suspenseful series adventure from the bestselling author of
Belly Up and Spy School .

Chronicle of the
Dark Star
by Kevin Emerson

Here's a sci-fi trilogy that's getting a lot of attention. The
story starts in the year 2213. Earth is gone because the
Sun went supernova. People moved to Mars. Now Mars is
getting ready to burn up too. Get ready for an interstallar
adventure.

Things Left on the Moon
The hikers' rule is to "leave no trace," but the astronauts who
have been to the moon didn't follow that advice. Here's a list of a
few of the things left on the moon.
1. Six American Flags - The flags are probably bleached out
because of the moon's harsh conditions.
2. Footprints - No wind and no water means that a set of
footprints on the moon can last for millions of years.
3. A Falcon Feather - The feather was dropped on the moon as
part of an experiment. It is still there.

Hey, Star Wars Fans

The 9th and last film of the Star Wars Saga comes out
this December. The Rise of Skywalker is sure to be a big
hit, and if you're a fan, you won't miss it. But if you're a
fan, you should also know that we have a big collection
of Star Wars books in the Juvenile Fiction. Over 30
titles!! Just search for Star Wars in our catalog.
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Finding Orion by John David Anderson
Rion Kwirk comes from an odd family.
His mother named him and his sisters
after her favorite constellations, and his
father makes funky jellybeans for a
living. But no one in the family is more
odd than Rion's grandfather, Papa
Kwirk. When Rion and his family learn of
Papa Kwirk's death and pile into the car
to attend his funeral, Rion can't help but
feel that that's not the end of his story.

4. Poop and Pee - In order to make room to take home lunar
rocks, astronauts left bags of excrement behind.
5. Human Remains - An urn containing the ashes of famed
geologist Eugene Shoemaker was left on the lunar surface. He
is the only person "buried" on the moon.

Story Time from Space
Why

Here's something cool. You can watch an astronaut read a
children's book from the International Space Station. The
woman with the floating hair above is astronaut Kate Rubens
reading Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty. To watch this
and other videos, check out storytimefromspace.com
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Constellations?

The earliest use of the stars was to tell stories. People used
to think their gods lived in the heavens and placed the
stars up there to remind us of their stories. We get our
names of the constellations from the Greeks. Orion, the
constellation featured in the above book, was named for a
Greek hunter who was the son of the god Poseidon. He was
said to be a giant of a man and very handsome. He could
walk on water and he carried an unbreakable club of solid
bronze.
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SOLUTIONS TO PUZZLES: 1. LOST IN SPACE 2. SPACE INVADERS 3. OUTER SPACE

