Blurb
FOR READERS OF JUVENILE FICTION

JUNE 2018

MCCRACKEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY, PADUCAH, KY

The Natural Disaster Issue
Good storytelling is all about having your characters deal with some sort of drama. And
there's nothing more dramatic than a natural disaster: wildfires, floods, earthquakes,
blizzards, storms, or anything else that's naturally disastrous . Disasters are often
unexpected, scary, perilous, and sometimes sad. So why do we read about them???
Because stories about disasters can show us how heroes act...how to behave with
compassion, courtesy, strength, and bravery in the midst of a true catastrophe.

"I Survived" Series by
Lauren Tarshis
The I Survived books are so good because they not only
give you an exciting story, but they also teach you
something about a real historic event. Some of the I
Survived are about man-made disasters. But many of
them are strictly about natural disasters, including:
I Survived
The Joplin Tornado, 2011
The Destruction of Pompeii, 49
The Japanese Tsunami, 2011
The Children's Bilzzard, 1888
The San Francisco Earthquake, 1906,
Hurricane Katrina, 2005
The Eruption of Mt. St. Helen's, 1980

PictoPuzzle

One of the most famous
juvenile books of all time is
based around a natural
disaster. Can you guess what
it is based on the icons below?
The answer is on the back.
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You Write It
1937

The Swarm!!

Strange History

I was baiting my hook when I heard
the sound. Something like a
humming except there was no
tune. But I didn't pay much
attention until I saw the dark cloud
coming at me. It didn't behave like
a normal cloud. It moved fast and
almost seemed to pulse like it was
alive. Not a second later,
something hit me in the middle of
the forehead and then fell into my
lap. A giant, flying bug! I started to
row as fast as I could... Finish the
Story!!

The Cow House

Picto-Puzzle
Answer

The Wonderful Wizard of
Oz!! These days The Wizard of Oz is

You can hardly talk about the history of
Paducah without talking about the 1937
flood. It was because of that flood that we
have a floodwall now. At its highest, the
flood water in Paducah was over
eleven feet high and reached all the way up
to 28th Street. Just about all of Paducah's
residents were evacuated from their
homes...almost 27,000 people. Some
animals, unfortunately, weren't so lucky.
Except for the cow in the picture above. Her
owner, Jimmy Houston, lived at 527 N. Sixth
Street in Paducah. Before he was evacuated,
Jimmy brought his beloved cow inside,
pinched her tail so she would climb the
stairs, and led her onto the second floor
balcony. The cow was saved!
More great luck, National Geographic
Magazine happened to be in town taking
pictures of the flood, and they snapped the
above photo to prove to future generations
that the story of the cow on the balcony
wasn't just some "tall tail."

primarily thought of as a movie, but
it was a book way before the movie
came out. Dorothy was first swept
away by the twister when L. Frank
Baum published The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz in 1900. It was so
popular there were several
speakers. All together, Baum wrote
14 different Oz books!

Weird Words
Haboob - (noun)
A massive dust storm

Books About
Hurricanes
Living near the ocean may
seem like a dream to some.
But that dream can quickly
turn into a nightmare when a
hurricane strikes. Here's a
few titles about young
people who survived nature's
rainy, windy wrath.

Hurricane Child by
Kheryn Callendar
Being born during a
hurricane is unlucky, and
twelve-year-old Caroline
has had her share of bad
luck lately.

Hurricane Rescue
by Jennifer Shotz
When a dangerous
hurricane strikes town and
Jack and his puppy, Scout,
go missing, retired searchand-rescue dog Hero is the
only one who can track
them down.

Zane and the
Hurricane by R.L.
Philbrick
A poignant novel about a
12-year-old boy and his dog
who become trapped in
New Orleans during the
horrors of Hurricane
Katrina.

You can win prizes

Sample Sentence:

Rube had to put down his Rubix Cube
and climb into a tube to escape the
haboob.

just for reading. Ask
at the checkout desk
about our summer
reading challenge!!!

