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The Once Upon a Book Issue

Fairy tales are some of the oldest stories we have, but they never go out of style.
The Brothers Grimm compiled them, Disney popularized them, and since then there
have countless variations of fairy tales, told and retold, in movies, TV, picture books,
and even JUVENILE FICTION.
All the books mentioned are part of the library's collection and are available to check
out or put on hold. Some will be available for digital download, too. If you need help
checking out an ebook, visit our website at mclib.net or see a librarian!

You Write It
What if they Weren't
Dwarves?
Snow White was now all alone in the
great forest, and she did not know what
to do. The trees seemed to whisper to
each other, scaring Snow White who
began to run. She ran over sharp stones
and through thorns. She ran as far as
her feet could carry her, and just as
evening was about to fall she saw a little
house and went inside in order to rest.
Snow White was just about to lay down
for a nap when the door of the house
suddenly opened, and in walked
seven...WHAT? What walked in the
house? What happened next?

Author, Gail Carson Levine

Ella Enchanted
Perhaps no fractured fairy tale is more
beloved than Levine's Ella Enchanted. The
book is now more than 20 years old, but this
retelling of the Cinderella story is as popular
as ever. We have all the versions at the
library: book, ebook, eaudiobook, DVD,
streaming movie, and soundtrack.

ogre Enchanted
Levine has written more than 17 novels. Her
latest is Ogre Enchanted, a prequel to Ella
Enchanted, in which young healer Evie is
transformed into an ogre by the meddling
fairy Lucinda. She’ll turn back only if
someone proposes and she accepts!
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HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS? EMAIL MATT AT MJAEGER@MCLIB.NET

Things You Didn't Know
About the Brothers Grimm
There's probably no name more
associated with fairy tales than the
Brothers Grimm. In the early 1800s,
the German Brothers, Jacob and
Wilhelm, started collecting folk
tales from friends and
acquaintances. They published
their first collection of tales in
1812, and the rest is history.
1. The first collection wasn't very kid friendly.
Though we often associate fairy tales with children, the
first collection by Brothers Grimm contained a lot of
naughty and violent bits that were definitely PG-13 (if
not rated R). The original Cinderella and Rapunzel
stories have some downright nasty scenes. The Grimm's
book was so popular among families and kids, however,
that the brothers decided to "clean up" some of the
stories for later editions.
2. The collection went through seven editions.
The first edition contained 86 tales. Over the years, the
brothers kept collecting, adding, and revising stories.
When the last edition was published in 1857, it
contained 210 stories.
3. Most of the stories end happily.
Though many of the stories have very dark moments -Grimm does mean "harsh and cruel" after all -- most of
the 210 stories end with the words "happily ever after."
4. The brothers worked on a dictionary.
Besides fairy tales, the pair published books on
mythology and medieval studies. They also worked on a
German dictionary but only got to the letter "F" before
they both died. The dictionary was completed 120 years
later.
5. They came from a family of 9 kids.
Of those 9, only 1 was a girl. Of those 9, only 3 made it
past the age of 2.
6. Their book is very popular and influential.
There are some scholars who believe that Grimm's Fairy
Tales are only outsold by the Bible and Shakespeare. In
this case, coming in third is pretty awesome!

Looking for a
New Series?
There a bunch of series based around fairy tales.
Maybe one of these will be right for you.
Land of Stories by Chris Colfer (6 Books)
When the twins’ grandmother gives them a
treasured fairy-tale book, they have no idea
they’re about to enter a land beyond all imagining:
the Land of Stories, where fairy tales are real.
Whatever After by Sarah Mlynowski (12 Books)
Once upon a time a sister and brother were normal
kids. The next minute? The mirror in their
basement slurped them up and magically
transported them inside a fairy tale.
The Sisters Grimm by Michael Buckley (9 Books)
Orphaned sisters Sabrina and Daphne are sent to
live with their newly discovered grandmother. The
girls soon learn a family secret: that they are
descendants of the famous Brothers Grimm,
whose book of fairy tales is actually a history book.
Half Upon a Time by James Riley (3 Books)
Life's no fairy tale for Jack.His father's been
missing ever since that incident with the beanstalk
and the giant, and his grandfather keeps pushing
him to get out and find a princess to rescue.

Drop Your
Drawers

Thanks to your generosity, our Drop Your Drawers
campaign in December was a HUGE success. We
collected 1023 pairs of new underwear for area
children in need. That's about 100 more pairs than
last year.
Congratulations also to Addison Boggs who was
the winner of the signed Captain Underpants
book!!

