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Award Season Issue

This is the time of year when we name the best of the best. The Grammy
Awards, Academy Awards, and Superbowl are all held in February. Also
around this time, the American Library Association announces the winners of
some of the best children's literature published during the previous year, with
awards like the Newberry, Caldecott, Coretta Scott King, Michael Printz, and
many more. Here's a few of those award winners (past and present) that you
can find on the shelves at the McCracken County Public Library.

2019 Newberry Awards
Newberry Winner 2019
This year's Newberry Winner is
Merci Suarez Changes Gears
by Meg Medina. The protagonist
is a sixth grader whose Cuban
American family works hard to
give her a great education by
sending her to an elite private
school. She feels like an
outsider there (and sometimes
in own family too).

Newberry Honor Books 2019
The Night Diary
by Veera
Hiranandani
and The Book
of Boy
by Catherine
Gilbert Murdock

About the Newberry Award
The John Newberry Medal is an annual award given for
the "most outstanding contribution to children's
literature." Most often these books come directly from
the Juvenile fiction section!
The first Newberry Medal was given in 1922 which
makes it the oldest children's literature award in the
world. The committee which chooses the winner is
made up of variety of librarians, reviewers, and
teachers.
Besides choosing a winner each year, the committee
also chooses honor books. There's no set number of
honor books; sometimes there's just one and
sometimes there's four or five.
The Newberry Medal is named for John Newberry, an
18th century publisher who was among the first to
recognize the importance of children's literature.
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Coretta Scott
King Award

Named for the wife of Dr. Martin Luther King, the Coretta
Scott King Award is given every year to African American
authors and illustrators of books for children and teens.
Many of these books have gone on to become modern
day classics. You'll find many of these award winning
books in every section of our Children's floor: Early
books, YA, Non-fiction, and, of course, Juvenile fiction.
Three books from Juvenile Fiction were selected as King
Author Honor Books this year. You can check them all
out at the McCracken County Public Library.
1. Finding Langston by Lesa ClineRansome
Following his mother's death, a
young boy discovers the poet for
whom his mother named him.
2. The Parker Inheritance by Varian
Johnson
The letter waits in a book, in a box, in
an attic, in an old house in Lambert,
South Carolina. It's waiting for
Candice Miller.
3. The Season of Styx Malone by
Kekla Magoon
Caleb and Bobby Gene meet new
neighbor Styx Malone. Styx oozes
cool and promises Caleb and Bobby
Gene that together they can pull off
the Great Escalator Trade.

Walter
Dean Myers

Walter Dean Myers is the winner of the
2019 Children’s Literature Legacy
Award honoring an author or
illustrator whose books have made a
substantial and lasting contribution to
literature for children. Mr. Myers was
the author of over 100 books that you
can find in nearly every section of the
library, from adult books to picture
books. One of his most famous novels,
Monster, was just re-released as a
graphic novel. Mr. Myers died in 2014,
but his words will live on forever.

Old Newberry
Winners
Not all of the old Newberry Medal winners are
still on our shelves. We have to make room for
new stuff, too. But many, many are! In fact, if
you're interested in seeing what a Newberry
Winner was like in the very beginning, you can
still check out the first two winners (1922-1923)
from our catalog.

1922 Winner - The Story of Mankind
by Hendrick Van Loon
Brief chapters tell the history of
western civilization beginning with
primitive man and ending with the
formation of the modern nation-state.
Look for it in J 909 VAN or in our
digital collection.
1923 Winner - The Voyages of Doctor
Dolittle by Hugh Lofting
Doctor Dolittle heads for the high seas
in perhaps the most amazing
adventure ever experienced by man or
animal! Look for it at J LOF or in our
digital collection.

You can take a look at all the Newberry winners
and honor books, past and present, at this site:
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedi
a/newberymedal/newberymedal

Win Some Books!!
On a piece of paper, jot down your favorite
book of all time, plus your email or phone
number, give it to Mr. Matt at the library,
and you'll be entered into a drawing to win
a set of 8 new books, that includes three
Newberry winners: Holes; Bud, Not Buddy;
and When You Reach Me. You can also
email your entry to mjaeger@mclib.net
The Drawing Will Be on Thursday, February 28.

