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A Little Bit About Love
Juvenile books aren't typically very romance-y.
They're more often about wizards and
heroes, school days and sports teams,
and talking animals.
But every now and then, you do find a book that
contains a smidge. All through the month of
February, the "Blurb" display at the
library will feature juvenile books
that are a little bit about love.

Here are a few that you might find:
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
In this story about the perils of popularity, and the
thrill of first love, an eccentric student named
Stargirl changes Mica High School forever.
Star-Crossed by Barbara Dee
Twelve-year-old Mattie wrestles with her crush on
Gemma as they participate in their school
production of Romeo and Juliet.
The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya
Save the restaurant. Save the town. Get the girl.
Make Abuela proud. Can thirteen-year-old Arturo
Zamora do it all, or is he in for a big, epic fail?
Booked by Kwame Alexander
Twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as
he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a
bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams.

Under 43
Book Reviews in 43 Words or Less

A Trio by Natalie Babbitt
Tuck Everlasting
Ever wished you could live
forever? Are you sure?
You should probably read
this story about Winnie
Foster and the Tucks
before you decide.
The Search for Delicious
How important is a word?
Well, in this book a whole
war is started over the
definition of the word
"delicious." Nobody can
agree what the most
delicious thing is. A funny,
exciting read.
Includes a mermaid.
The Eyes of the Amaryllis
For thirty years an old
woman waits for a message
from her husband...who
died in a shipwreck. Jenny
thinks her grandmother
might be a little kooky
...at first.
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You Write It

Strange History
Vinegar Valentines
One trend in Paducah in 1908 was to
send an anti-Valentine’s card, also called a
Vinegar Valentine.
For example, a recipient would open a
heart-shaped card only to find a picture of a
lemon with the words: “This is a lemon I
hand to you and bid you skidoo—because I
love another, there’s no chance for you.”
Or this:
Hey lover boy,
the place for you
Is home upon the shelf
Because the only one who'd
kiss you is a blockhead like
yourself.

Feel inspired to write your own
Vinegar Valentine?

Someone must
have delivered
the heart-shaped
note in the
middle of the
night. Burt was
sure it that it
hadn't been there when he went to
bed. And when he opened the screen
door at 6:30 AM, the note was sitting
on the welcome mat. He picked up the
note, slipped it in his coat pocket, and
ran to the bus stop. He took his usual
seat, alone on a bench in the middle.
When the bus started rolling, he took
the note out of his pocket and opened
it up.

The
Secret
Admirer

Adventure Books

Check out our new display of Choose Your
Own Adventure/Interactive Books.
These books give you an option at the
bottom of the page that lets you choose how
the story goes. Like this example from the
book "The Magic of the Unicorn" by Deborah
Goodman: If you decide to go the leper
camp, turn to page 8. If you head for the
graveyard, turn to page 12.
You can read the book over and over and
never read the same story twice!!

defenestrate (verb)
to throw out
a window

Sample Sentence:

Denise got so angry with
Gary that she picked up his
photograph from the
nightstand and
defenestrated it.

Happy Birthday,
Judy Blume!

All the note said was: Dear Burt, Happy
Valentine's Day. Love, Your Secret
Admirer.
Burt felt his face getting red.
A secret admirer!

Who is Burt's secret admirer? How
does he find out? Is it a good thing or
bad thing? Finish writing the story!!!

Choose Your Own
Choose Your Own
Adventure Books

Weird Word

Literary
Love Trivia
Q: How old was Juliet?
A: William Shakespeare's Romeo

and Juliet is arguably the most
famous love story of all time. Of
course, the play is about a pair of
young, star-crossed lovers, but did
you know that Shakespeare only
made his heroine, Juliet, 13 years
old? Yikes!!

Is there any living author of
Juvenile Fiction
who has been more
important to more people?
Judy Blume was born on
February 12, 1938 in New
Jersey. She published her
first book, The One in the
Middle Is the Green
Kangaroo, in 1969. Since
then she published more
than 25 books, including
Superfudge, Tales of a Fourth
Grade Nothing, Freckle Juice,
and Are You There God, It's
Me, Margaret. To date, her
books have sold more than
82 million copies and have
been translated in 32
different languages. Her
books are among the most
challenged on library
shelves.

