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David accidentally 
buys half a hotdog for 
$2000 with his mom’s 

credit card, so he 
enters a pizza eating 

contest to win the 
money to pay her 

back. Gross-out fun 
with a big heart.  Your 
stomach will ache from 

laughing. 

Slider by 
Pete Hautman

Want to read the 
new Wimpy Kid, but 

all the books are 
CHECKED OUT?

You need 3 things to use Hoopla: 
1. Your Library Card 
2. An email address 

3. An electronic device to read the book on 
(computer, tablet, or phone)

If you use a phone or tablet, download the free Hoopla 
app, sign up for a free account with your library card 
and email, search for the book, and begin reading!

Weird Words 

Sample Sentence: They didn't realize Billy was 

missing until after they'd rolled up the hogamadog.

Hogamadog -  (noun) 

a huge snowball made by rolling a 

smaller snowball through a yard or field.

Well, it's never checked 
out on HOOPLA. You can 
start reading it for FREE 

in just a few minutes

If you use a computer, sign up for an account on
hoopladigital.com, search for the book, and begin 

reading! You can also search for Hoopla books on the 
library's website (mclib.net). 

Don't have internet at home? Bring your device to the 
library, use our free WIFI to download the book, and 

then you can read it offline at home!

Just a few of the titles you will find on Hoopla: Wimpy Kid, I 
Survived, Fablehaven, Percy Jackson, Star Wars, Seeker/Warrior 
series, Beverly Cleary, Wings of Fire, 39 Clues, The Descendants, 
Boxcar Children, Heroes of Olympus, Big Nate, and much more!
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Strange History

1903

Burning the Lone Oak

The green and red box was sitting under the 

Christmas tree when they all got downstairs, but 

no one knew where it came from. Not even the 

mother or the father. No one even remembered 

seeing it before that morning. It had no card, so 

they didn't know who it was from or who it was 

for.  The box was smallish, just bigger than a fist, 

and the wrapping was neat and shiny.  "I guess 

we should just open it and see," said Tracy. She 

was twelve and tall for her age. She reached out, 

just touching the ribbon,  but yanked back her 

hand when she saw that that the box  had begun 

to quiver...

Writers with 
November Birthdays

You Be the Wri ter !

Drop off packages of new underwear for boys and girls, preferably sizes 4- 

16, from November 27 through December 30, at the Library. Donations will 

help replenish the Merryman House and Paducah Cooperative ministries’ 

supplies of emergency underpants and provide direct assistance to each 

organization. 

The Drop Your Drawers campaign is easily recognizable by the popular 

character of Captain Underpants by author and illustrator Dav Pilkey. 

Underwear may be dropped off on the second floor of the McCracken 

County Public Library, 555 Washington Street, Paducah, KY 42003. Come 

see our huge display and collection of Captain Underpants books, too! 

Drop your drawers 
@ The Library 

 

What's in 
the Box?

Happy Birthday,  
Emily Dickinson

Emily Dickinson wrote thousands 

of poems in her lifetime, though 

most of them weren't published 

until after her death. She was 

born on December 10, 1830. 

Here are the first two verses from one of her poems 

about winter. Can you tell what she's talking about? 

 

You write the 
ending!!!

Chestnuts roasting on an open fire...it's a 

famous Christmas image. Well, on  

Christmas Day in 1903, some Paducah 

citizens got together for a rather large open 

fire...much bigger than what they needed 

for a few chestnuts. They burned not just 

a few logs, but a whole tree. And it wasn’t 

just any old tree, but a rather recognizable 

landmark in town. 

The tree was described as a “massive and 

stubby oak” and sat at what is now the 

intersection of Highway 45 and 

Lovelaceville Road. It was highly visible at 

that location as it was the only tree in the 

immediate area. That single tree was so 

identifiable that it became known with that 

section of town. In fact, people just started 

calling the area Lone Oak. 

That’s right…the original tree for which 

Lone Oak was named was chopped down 

and used for a Christmas Day fire. 

But don’t let this bit of trivia ruin your good 

cheer. This was no act of mischief or 

vandalism. The “lone oak” in question had 

already been dead for a couple years before 

that Christmas. You can imagine there were 

many who warmed their hands and hearts 

around the old oak’s glow that night.

It sifts from leaden sieves, 

It powders all the wood, 

It fills with alabaster wool 

The wrinkles of the road. 

It makes an even face 

Of mountain and of plain, — 

Unbroken forehead from the east 

Unto the east again.

each year someone is 

awarded the Nobel Prize for 

Literature.  But in  the 116 

years since it began,  no

children's author has ever 

won the award. That's a 

shame. Which living author 

do  you think should be the 

first...J.K. Rowling, Judy 

Blume, Beverly Cleary?

On December 10

Make your next visit to the Library 
for a good cause as part of 

McCracken County 
Public Library’s 

Drop Your Drawers campaign. 


