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The Dog Days Issue
Along about August, the summer days seem to drag on, don't they?
The days get a little extra hot,extra humid, and extra uncomfortable.
Those days are often referred to as the DOG DAYS OF SUMMER. The
phrase comes from the fact that a star called Sirius, or the Dog Star,
shines particularly bright in the late summer night sky. Ancient Greeks
and Romans attributed this period of the summer with heat, drought,
sudden thunderstorms, lethargy, fever, mad dogs, and bad luck.
Around here, we like to think of the dog days of summer as being a
good time to sit in a cool room and read a great book...especially one
about DOGS!!!

NEW BOOKS Starring Dogs
Look on the NEW BOOK shelf in the Juvenile Fiction section for
these titles and many more!!
When a movie director
travels to Berlin searching
for his next big star--a
dog!--he finds Etzel, a
fierce, highly trained
police dog. Etzel goes to
Hollywood, where he is
renamed Strongheart.
Based on a true story.

Brodie was a good
dog. And good
dogs go to heaven.
But Brodie's boy is
in danger.So Brodie
breaks the rules of
heaven and returns
to Earth as a spirit
to help his boy.
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You Write It
Chew

My dog, Chance, likes to chew on things. Everything really!
Shoes, couch cushions, toilet paper rolls, toys, remote
controls, books, homework...you name it! You can't leave
anything you care about lying around because chances are
that Chance will get his mouth on it.
I've found Chance chewing on some really weird things, but
nothing could have prepared me for last night.
I could hear him chewing across the room
"What you got, boy?" I said. Chance didn't look up. "Hey, boy,
what you got?" Still, he kept chewing.
"Hey," I finally barked at him. That's when Chance looked up.
Hanging out of his mouth was a.... FINISH THE STORY!

Classic Dogs

Some of the most classic characters in Juvenile Fiction
are dogs. All of the following books were published
more than 50 years ago, but they're so classic, we still
have them on our shelves.

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
Ribsy by Beverly Cleary
Old Yeller by Fred Gipson
The Incredible Journey by Shelia Burnford
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

Weird Words from History

Hot Dog
In the hot dog-days of summer sometimes it's nice to sit down
and enjoy a delicious hot dog. But have you ever thought about
where the term hot dog came from? The origin is pretty
mysterious. The first time (that we know about) when the word
hot dog was used to mean a sausage-like food was from a
newspaper article that dates back to 1874.. But it's thought
that people were calling them hot dogs way before that. Some
people suspect it comes from the fact that the food sort of
resembles a dachshund. Some people think that the name
came from the suspicion that hot dogs from the old days might
have been made of dog meat!!!! Ewww! We'll probably never
know for sure.

Looking for a
Series?
Dog Diaries by
Kate Klimo
This series tells a dog's
story in a new way--from
a dog's point of view!
Focusing on a different
breed for each book,
these stories are based
on true dog stories or on
true-to-life situations.
Twelve books in the
series so far!!

Puppy Place by
Ellen Miles
A series of sweet books
in which every puppy
finds a home. 50 books
in the series!!

Survivors Series by
Erin Hunter
Survivors follows the
adventures of a group of
pet dogs who form a
pack with the help of
Lucky, a lone dog, after
an earthquake separates
them from their owners.
Six books in the series!!

