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The Pack Your Trunk Issue
The theme on the second floor for the next couple of months is ELEPHANTS...which makes the 
title of this particular issue a really bad pun. But awful puns aside, this issue (and the theme of 
the big Juvenile Fiction Wall) is "Pack Your Trunk." It may be cliche to say, but with the right 
book, you can travel the world without leaving the comfort of your living room. All of the books 
listed here, and displayed on the wall, are set in places other than the United States. Who 
knows? One of the books you read may inspire you to actually visit there one day. 

AFRICA
Of course, the vast majority of the books in our Juvenile Fiction place in North 
America. But there's a whole bunch that take place on the continent of Africa. 
Historic fiction, adventure stories, animal tales, and more. Here's just a few.

A Long Walk to Water  by Linda Sue Park 
The stories of two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy 
in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two hours' 
walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The 
boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan. 
 
The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer 
It is the year 2194 in Harare, Zimbabwe. When the three over- 
protected children of General Matsika are kidnapped, they learn that 
their country is a land of contrasts. Wealthy people live in homes 
staffed by robots and protected by automatic dobermans, while the 
poor live in a neighborhood known as The Cow's Guts. A Newberry 
Honor Book. 
 
Auma's Long Run by Eucabeth A. Odhiambo 
 When AIDS devastates thirteen-year-old Auma's village in Kenya 
during the 1980s,  Auma must choose between staying to help her 
family and working toward a track scholarship that will take her away 
from home.

Bravelands Series 

by Erin Hunter

Are you a fan of Erin Hunter's Warrior 
series, Survivor series, and Seeker 
series? Well, you may want to check 
out the new series set in Africa, 
Bravelands. They are told from three 
animals' points of view: a lion, an 
elephant, and a baboon. Three books 
in the series, and a fourth coming soon.

** FUN FACT. Erin 
Hunter is not a real 
person. It is the pen 
name for 8 different 
authors who work on 
the series together.
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ASIA
Asia is the largest and most populated 
continent in the world. It contains 48 
counties including China, Japan, India, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Phillipines, Iraq, 
and Israel. 
 
 
 

Beast Rider by Tony Johnston 
Having faced great danger, twelve-year-old 
Manuel finally succeeds in hopping a train 
out of Mexico but after reuniting with his 
brother, he realizes something is not right. 
 
Gone to Drift by Diana McCauley 
The story of a 12-year-old Jamaican boy, 
Lloyd, and his search for his beloved 
grandfather, a fisherman who is lost at sea 
 
North to Benjamin by Alan Cumyn 
Eleven-year-old Edgar and his mother move 
to a town in Yukon, Canada, for a new start, 
but when he fears his mother's destructive 
behavior will force them to leave, he turns to 
a dog named Benjamin. 
 
 

 The Bridge Home  by Padma Venkatraman 
Four determined homeless children make a life 
for themselves in Chennai, India. 
 
A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park 
in 12th century Korea, Tree-ear, a 13-year-old 
orphan, lives under a bridge and dreams of 
becoming a master potter. Newberry Winner. 
 
Lost Boys by Darcy Rosenblatt 
In 1982 Iran, twelve-year-old Reza is more 
interested in music than war, but enlists in 
obedience to his devout mother and soon finds 
himself in a prison camp in Iraq.  
 
Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed 
Twelve-year-old Amal's dream of becoming a 
teacher one day is dashed in an instant when she 
accidentally insults a member of her Pakistani 
village's ruling family 
 
I Survived the Japanese Tsunami, 2011 by 
Lauren Tarshis 
A massive earthquake and devastating tsunami 
hit Japan while Ben is visiting his late father's 
hometown, pulling Ben's family apart and leaving 
him stranded in a strange country. 

Travel the World in One Series

North America
Yes, the United States is in North America, but North 
America includes 22 other countries like Canada, Mexico, 
Cuba, and Jamaica.

Answer to joke:  swimming trunks

Europe
Countless books have been set in London, Paris, Berlin, 
and Rome. We'll never run out of books for this section. 
Here's a few new ones to get you started.  
 
 
 

A Whale in Paris by Daniel Presley 
During the German occupation of Paris, 
Chantal spies a whale while fishing with her 
father in the Seine and is determined to 
return it to the ocean before its destroyed. 
 
The Book of Boy by Catherine Murdock 
In 1350, a boy with a large hump on his back 
becomes the servant of a shadowy pilgrim on 
his way to Rome, who pulls the boy into a 
dangerous expedition across Europe. 
 
The Falcon's Feather by Trudi Trueit 
Danger, and high adventure await as Cruz 
boards the Explorer Academy ship on a 
dangerous mission through Iceland and 
Norway in search of the first piece of his 
mother's hidden cypher. 
 
Traitor's Chase by Stuart Gibbs 
When the Musketeers pursue the dangerous 
Michel Dinicoeur to Spain, they're ambushed 
at every turn, causing them to suspect that 
there may be a traitor within their own ranks. 
 
 

Sometimes you don't need to switch series to switch countries.

GERONIMO STILTON - Geronimo Stilton books started started 
in Italy, so the series will take you through most of Europe. But 
be prepared to also visit Egypt, Canada, Australia, Japan, the 
North Pole, Tanzania,and Brazil.  
 
ROYAL DIARIES - The fictional diaries of real female royalty 
throughout history. Read the whole series and you'll visit places 
like England, France, Egypt, Russia, Spain, Hawaii, China, 
Austria, Korea, Angola, Japan,  and Haiti. 
 
MAGIC TREEHOUSE - Since it's magic, that treehouse can take 
you to England, China, Mexico, Greece, Italy, Iraq, India, Kenya, 
Japan, Brazil, and even the Moon. 


