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The Superhero Issue
Black Panther has already been a huge success in theaters this year, and Avengers is 
coming out later this month. The rest of the year will see films about The Incredibles, 
Xmen, Aquaman, Ant-Man, and Spiderman. And all of these movies started as 
words and pictures on a page before they became films. 

Why Are Graphic 

Novels in Nonfiction?

Superheroes are made up. Stories about 
laser eyes and flying and super-strength 
are obviously fiction. So why are all the 
comic books and graphic novels with 
superheroes in the non-fiction section? 
Well, we asked Miss Michelle who 
oversees the nonfiction section and she 
said, "Because comics and graphic novels 
are also considered an art form which is 
why they're with the art books in the 
700s."   

Here's an easy way to keep it straight. If a 
book has more words on a page than 
pictures, it's in the FICTION section. And if 
it has more pictures on a page than words, 
you'll find it in NONFICTION. 

So, if you're looking for superhero books, 
make sure to look in both fiction and 
nonfiction!!!! 

Graphic Novel 
Recommendation: 

Ms. Marvel: No Normal 
by G. Willow Wilson and 

Adrian Alphona

The Character of Ms. 
Marvel has taken a 
few different names 
over the years: Carol 
Danvers, Sharon 
Ventura, and Karla 
Sofen. The newest 
incarnation is Karla 
Kamala, a 16 year 
old Pakistani 
American from New 
Jersey. She is 
awesome!!
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Strange History

1839

Superman's 
Home

You Write It 

 

A Fortunate Bite

SCRYING (verb) 
 

Weird Words 

The Next Big 
Thing?

Sample Sentence: 

Dan was looking for a 

message in the puddle on 

the floor when his mother 

said, "Son, there's no use 

scrying over spilled milk." 

Superman (often disguised as Clark Kent) 

lives in Metropolis. He works at the 

newspaper, the Daily Planet.  

Metropolis, Illinois was founded and named in 

1839...waaaay before the first Superman 

comic (the first Superman comic arrived 

almost 100 years later in 1938). But the 

Metropolis in Superman wasn't named after 

the Metropolis in Illinois. They came about 

independently of each other. Both were 

named for the Greek word "metropolis" which 

means "mother city" and was a general term 

for any large, centralized city.  The comic book 

need a name for a large, fictitious city in which 

to set their hero. And when they named the 

town of Metropolis in Illinois, it appears as if 

they thought it might grow a little bigger than 

they did.  

But the two towns eventually joined up. Much 

later in 1972, because of the success of 

Superman, Metropolis, Illinois, adopted the 

superhero as a "hometown boy," and that's 

why we have had the Superman festival right 

across the river every June since! 

You're on a field trip to Chimera 
Science Labs. You wander away 

from the main group to an area that 
contains some empty cages. At least 

you thought they were 
empty because when you got too 

close  you were bitten by a 
radioactive _______________. 

 
You hide the bite from your teachers 

and friends and parents. But you 
won't be able to hide the effects for 
long. When you wake up the next 

morning, you find that you've grown 
a ________________ and you now 
have the ability to _____________. 

 
What were you bitten by? What 

did you grow? And what ability do 
you have now? Finish the Story!!

foretell the future 
using a crystal ball 
or other reflective 
object or surface 

(like mirrors, water, 
smoke, etc.)

But we also have a small 

city right across the river 

from Paducah called 

Metropolis, Illinois. They 

also have a newspaper 

called the Daily Planet. So 

what gives? Is Superman 

really from small Illinois 

town on the Ohio River? 

The answer is no. Not 

really. 

If we had to 

predict the next big 

thing in 

superheroes, it is 

SQUIRREL GIRL! 
She's been around since 1991, but 

only relatively recently has she 

gotten her own comics and novels. 

You can find her books in juvenile 

FICTION AND NONFICTION (and 

on the Blurb shelf).  There's even 

rumors of a TV show starring 

Squirrel Girl coming out soon. 

Who Will You 

Find? 

Want to know which 

superheroes (and villains) 

have books in the Juvenile 

Fiction section? Here's a 

small list. Look on the 

Blurb shelf for more! 

Black Panther 
Wonder Woman 

Thor 
Batman 

Green Lantern 
Superman 
supergirl 

harley quinn 
the flash 

squirrel girl 
starlord 
ant man 


