
FRIENDS OF THE McCRACKEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY, INC.

BYLAWS
Approved June 3, 2010
ARTICLE I - NAME AND LOCATION

The name of this corporation shall be FRIENDS OF THE Mc CRACKEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY, INC. with headquarters in Paducah, Kentucky.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

The Friends of the McCracken County Public Library, Inc. shall be a nonprofit corporation, whose purposes are:

To raise funds to support library programming, support staff development and education, fund special equipment purchases, and to otherwise provide funds to enhance the services provided by the McCracken County Public Library.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERS

SECTION 1. The corporation may have an unlimited number of members.  An individual, family,

or business/corporation may become a member by payment of an annual membership fee to be determined annually by the Board of Directors.  The membership renewal date shall be determined by the Board of Directors.

SECTION 2.
The Annual Meeting of the members of this corporation shall be held the second Monday in July at 9:30 A M at the McCracken County Public Library. The Annual Meeting shall have as its purposes:


(A)
a review of the work of the corporation that shall include reports of the 


         directors, officers, and committees;


(B)
plan for future activities;


(C)
the election of directors and officers, who  shall assume their duties once they are elected at the Annual  Meeting. 




SECTION 3.
Special meetings of the members may be held upon the request of the Board of Directors with at least 15 days written notice to the members.

ARTICLE IV -- BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 1. The Board of Directors of the corporation  shall number fifteen (15) persons. Each director will serve a term of three (3) years or until their successor has been elected or appointed. A director may be elected to a term of  less than three (3) years to equalize the annual  election, to serve an unexpired term or other reason, if a majority of the Board agrees.   Notwithstanding any other language in these by-laws, McCracken County Public Library staff, excluding directors, may serve on this Board.
 SECTION 2.
The President shall appoint, not later than thirty (30) days before each Annual Meeting, a Nominating Committee of three (3) members and/or directors, one of whom shall be elected chairperson by the committee.  A member of the Executive Committee, as determined by the President, shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Nominating Committee.  Such a Nominating Committee shall prepare and submit to the corporation, at its Annual Meeting, a list of nominees to fill the various vacancies on the Board of Directors.  Those nominations receiving the highest number of votes by the membership for the vacancies on the Board shall be duly elected Directors.  Each membership shall have one (1) vote. 
SECTION 3.
The Board of Directors shall meet at least quarterly.  Meetings can be called either by the President or by a majority of the Directors.  At least seven (7) days advance notice shall be given of all meetings of Directors.  However, a waiver of the requirement to give notice of a meeting shall be valid if signed by all the Directors.

SECTION 4.
Four (4) board members present at a meeting will constitute a quorum.

SECTION 5.  The Board of Directors of the corporation shall actively participate in all Board meetings. Members who miss two (2) meetings within a 12-month period without a valid reason will be removed from the board. Board members are to notify the President when an absence is anticipated. The President will notify the individual of their removal from the board. The President will then appoint a replacement for the remainder of that person’s current term.

ARTICLE V - DUTIES OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 1.
The Board of Directors shall be charged with the responsibility of conducting the affairs of the corporation.

SECTION 2.
The Board of Directors shall have power to adopt and amend the by-laws for the government of the corporation.  The Board of Directors shall also have power to amend the articles of incorporation.

SECTION 3.
The Board of Directors shall receive, sell, use, hold, invest and reinvest and apply any gifts, bequests or endowments, or the proceeds thereof to the work of the corporation.

SECTION 4.
The Board of Directors shall have authority to borrow money for carrying on the regular work of the corporation, and the proper officers shall sign notes of the corporation to secure payment thereof.

ARTICLE VI - VACANCIES


In the event of any vacancy of the Board of Directors or among the officers of the corporation  through death, resignation, disqualification or otherwise, the Board of Directors, by affirmative vote of a majority of Board members present at a meeting, may elect a successor to hold office for the unexpired portion of the term of the director or officer whose place shall be vacant,  to serve until election of his/her successor.

ARTICLE VII - COMMITTEES

SECTION 1.
The President, with the approval of the Executive Committee, shall appoint the following standing committees:


(A)
Nominating Committee (see Article IV, Section 2)


(B) 
Budget Committee – It shall be the duty of the Budget Committee to prepare a 

proposed budget, with the assistance of the Treasurer, prior to the beginning of each             fiscal year for presentation to the Board.

           (C)   Membership Committee – It shall be the duty of the Membership Committee to 

           recruit new members and help retain current members.   This committee will work 

           closely with Friends officers to maintain the corporation’s  membership base.   It shall

           also be the responsibility of the Membership Committee to maintain a list of the current

           membership.        

SECTION 2.
The President, with the approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint such other committees as from time to time may be deemed necessary, with such powers and for such purposes as may be designated.

ARTICLE VIII - OFFICERS

SECTION 1.
The officers of this corporation shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  All officers shall be elected from the membership of the Board of Directors.  Persons actively engaged in professional library work or holding public office shall not be eligible for any of these offices.


The duties of the officers shall be:


     (A)
 President - The President shall preside at all meetings of the corporation,

 


 act as chairman of the Board of Directors, and shall perform such other 


            duties as may be incident to his/her office.


    (B)
 Vice President - The Vice President shall perform the duties of the 



            president in his/her absence.

(C) Secretary - The Secretary shall take and record accurate minutes of the proceedings of all meetings of the corporation, Executive Committee, and Board of Directors, and shall furnish a copy of such minutes to the President no later than twenty (20) days after each meeting. The secretary shall conduct the correspondence of the corporation, keep a permanent file of all records, and serve as alternate for the Treasurer in his/her absence. 

(D) Treasurer- The Treasurer shall receive all funds of the corporation and shall disburse same as shall be ordered by the Board of Directors under proper restrictions as provided by the Board of Directors, and shall make a full report of all receipts and disbursements as may be required. An annual report shall be submitted to the President at the corporation’s Annual Meeting revealing the monetary activity of the past fiscal year and present financial status. It shall be the responsibility of the Treasurer to prepare a proposed budget with the help of the Budget Committee prior to the beginning of each fiscal year for presentation to the Board.  The Treasurer shall be placed under bond if so ordered by the Board of Directors. 

SECTION 2.
Election of Officers - The Nominating committee, as provided for under Section 2, 

Article IV, hereof, shall submit to the Board of Directors a list of nominees, from the Board of 

Directors membership, for the offices of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. From this list, the Board shall elect officers for a term of one year. The election shall take place at the Annual Meeting of the corporation. 

SECTION 3. Continuity of Leadership – When the Immediate Past President’s term as President and term on the Board of Directors expires at the same time, the Immediate Past President shall become an ex officio member of the Board of Directors for one year.   
ARTICLE IX- EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The President shall serve as chair for the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall have, and exercise, all authority of the Board of Directors between meetings of the Board. The Executive Committee shall meet between Board meetings as needed to conduct the affairs of the corporation. Three (3) members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum. At the request of the President or three (3) members  of the Executive Committee, special meetings may be called.

ARTICLE X – FISCAL YEAR


The fiscal year of the corporation shall be July 1 through June 30.

ARTICLE XI   -  AMENDMENTS


These by-laws may be amended at any meeting of the Board of Directors, provided a copy of the proposed amendment has been presented to the members of the Board of Directors two weeks prior to voting.

FRIENDS OF THE MCCRACKEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY, INC.

Jennie S. Boyarski, President

Friends of MCPL Board of Directors approved the final draft June 3, 2010 
